FMB:  Overseas  baptisms  top  300,000  for  first  time 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  —  Bap¬ 
tisms  related  to  foreign  mission 
work  worldwide  totaled  302,132  in 


1S)94  —  the  first  time  annual  bap- 
tisms  have  ever  topp^300,(X)0.'’ 
That  total  also  marks  a  tripling 


of  the  annual  harvest  since  1980, 
the  first  year  baptisms  surpassed 
100,000  in  church  related  to  For¬ 
eign  Mission  Board  missionaries. 
Baptisms  topped  200,000  for  the 
first  time  in  1987. 

Foreign  Mission  Board  Presi¬ 
dent  Jerry  Rankin  put  the  300,000-' 
btyrdsm  milestone  into  evangelistic 
perspective; 

“It  probably  represents  well 
over  1  million  professions  of 
faifir,”  he  snd.  “(My  a~  portion  (of 
new  converts)  follow  through 
immediately  in  baptism.  We  don’t 
report  professkms  of  faith  or  try  to 
compile  them  officially,  but  it  indi¬ 
cates  the  level  of  evangelism  being 
done  and  die  level  of  response.” 

The  1994  baptism  total  is  the 
fourth  record  year  in  a  row,  and 
shows  a  15%  increase  over 


1993 ’s  count. 

It  also  represents  actual  growth 
compared  to  the  previous  year, 
withrat  substantial  additions  firom 
countries  newly  added  to  the 
count,  according  to  FMB  evange¬ 
lism  and  church  growth  consultant 
Jim  Slack,  who  ounpiled  the  1994 
statistir^  report. 

“We  are  well  past  any  ‘clean¬ 
up’  growth  that  we  talked  about 
in  the  past,”  Slack  said.  “1993 
was  mixed  because  we  still  bad 
some  former  Soviet  areas  that 
were  repotting  for  the  first  time 
and  getting  into  the  count.  But 
this  time  it’s  strictly  what  has 
been  produced  on  the  ground. 
When  your  bi^sms  are  not  just 
churches  reporting  that  never 
before  have,  this  is  new  growth, 
and  very  strong.” 


Yet  perhaps  most  significant 
of  all,  a  still-small  but  steadily 
growing  number  of  conversions 
and  baptisms  are  occurring  in 
places  and  peoples  once  consid¬ 
ered  entirely  off-limits  to  the~ 
(Christian  gospel. 

The  Cooperative  Services 
International  arm  of  the  Foreign 
Mission  Board,  which  quietly 
ministers  among  the  peoples  of 
“World  A”  — ^  ithe  unevangelized 
world  locked  from  “traditional” 
missions  behind  poUtical,  religious 
and  cultural  barriers  —  reported 
3,809  baptisms.' 

That  total  may  seem  tiny,  but 
it’s  a  500%  jump  over  the  1993 
total.  And  it  includes  the  first 
known  baptisms  recorded  in 
modern  times  among  several 
people  groups. 


Missions  results  suggest  Christ’s  return 


ONE  AT  A  TIME  —  Eac.fl  baptism  tells  a  story  —  of  death  and  resurrec¬ 
tion,  of  a  new  life,  of  Christ’s  redeeming  love.  This  Indonesian  woman’s 
public  declaration  of  her  rebirth  symbolizes  the  more  than  300,000  other 
people  who  did  the  same  in  1 994  in  overseas  churches  related  to  South¬ 
ern  raptist  Foreign  Mission  Board  work. 


WAKE  FOREST,  N.C.  (BP)  — 
While  noting  Scriptute  reveals  it  is 
not  for  man  to  know  the  time  or 
the  season  for  Christ’s  return, 
Jerry  Rankin  said  it  is  a  distinct 
possibility  those  living  today 
could  be  the  end-time  generation 
who  will  see  the  bodily  return  of 
Christ.  ~ 

Saying  he  has  never  gotten 
caught  up  in  speculating  about  the 
time  of  Christ’s  return,  Rankin, 
president  of  the  Foreign  Mission 
Board,  said  he  has  become  “awe¬ 
somely”  aware  of  a  missiological 
eschatology  that  may  signal  the 
approaching  end  time. 

“Jesus  said  the  gospel  of  the 
kingdom  will  be  preached  in  the 
whole  world  as  a  witness  to  all 
nations  and  then  the  end  will 
come,”  Rankin  told  FMB  trustees 
and  students  at  Southeastern 


Seminary  Feb.  14. 

“As  we  move  toward  the  year 
2000,  every  mission  organization 
has  b^n  caught  up  in  the  prospect 
of  fulfilling  the  Great  Commission 
and  that  prophecy  of  Jesus  by  the 
close  of  the  century.” 

While  th^re  is  the  subtle  sug¬ 
gestion  (Thrist  might  return  as  cal¬ 
endars  click  over  to  a  new  century', 
Rankin  said  he  did  not  believe 
God  was  so  enamored  of  the  arbi¬ 
trary  digits  6f  the  Roman  calendar 
to  act  on  man’s  time. 

Whether  it  is  the  year  2000  or 
sometime  in  the  21st  century, 
“there  is  every  indication  we  are 
moving  toward  the  fulfillment  of 
that  prophecy  arxl  the  culmination 
of  the  langdom,”  Rankin  insisted 
in  remarks  at  the  Wake  Forest, 
N.C.,  school. 

He  said  at  the  end  of  1994,  554 


SBC  missionaries  had  been 
deployed  to  previously  unreacbed 
people  groups,  with  147  churches 
started  among  peoples  who  until 
recently  had  never  heard  the  gos¬ 
pel  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Rankin  said  the  progress  is  .  not 
necessarily  the  result  Of  suund 
FMB  strategy  and  committed  nii.s- 
sionaries.  “I  see  reHected  the 
prophecy  of  Haggai  that  say.s  God 
will  shake  the  heavens  and  the 
earth,  overthrow  the  powers  of 
kingdoms,  atKl  destroy  the  thrones 
of  nations  so  that  his  purposes 
might  be  fulfilled,”  Rankin  said. 

He  pointed  to  the  state  of 
Southern  Baptist  foreign  mission 
work  as  an  example  of  God  mov- 
ipg  in  providence  and  power.  “He 
is  calling  us  to  be  a  part  of  that 
generation...  who  sees  ivery  nation 
touched  by  the  gospel.”  he  said. 


rof  elected  pre 


Members  of  the  Hymn  Society  of  the-U.S.  and  Canada  have 
chosen  a  Southern  Baptist  as  president  for  only  the  second  time 
in  that  organization’s  history.  Paul  Richardson,  professor  of 
church  music  at  S<Hithcm  Seminary  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  said.  “Of 
all  the  professional  organizations  1  participate  in,  this  is...  the 
one  I  enjoy  most.”  Southern  Baptists  —  the  largest  denomina¬ 
tional  body  in  the  Hymn  Society  —  comprise  about  20%  of  the 
group’s  3,000  members.  Membership  is  open  to  church  musi¬ 
cians,  pastors,  scholars,  hymn  writers,  poets,  composers,  and 
people  who  simply  love  hymns  and  congregational  singing. 
“We  accomplish  professionals  aims,  but  membersh^  is  volun- 
taiy  and  includes  all  levels  of  eiqteitise,”  he  explained.  Richard¬ 
son  highlighted  the  diversity  of  the  organization,  which  includes 
(Miolics,  Episcopidians,  mainline  IVotestants,  Assemblies  of 
God,  Nazarenes,  and  otters.  ’Ike  groiqi’s  meetings  are  quite 
extraordinaiy,  he  reported.  “The  woitiup  experieiKses  that  take 
place  are  indescribable....  always  inspiring,”  Rkhardson  said. 


Believe  it!  j 


More  than  six  in  10  Americans  have  faith  that  Jesus  Christ 
will  return  to  earth  and  that  Judgment  Day  awaits,  according 
to  a  survey  by  the  secular  U.S.  News  and  World  Report 
magazine,  and  reported  in  its  Dec.  19,  1994  issue.  Survey  sub¬ 
jects  who  described  themselves  as  “bom-again  Christians" 
and  frequent  churchgoers  held  the  strongest  views  about  the 
Second  Coming,  the  magazine  reported.  Other  interesting  sur¬ 
vey  results:  60%  believe  the  Bible’s  warmngs  about  Judgment 
Day  should  be  taken  literally;  59%  believe  the  world  will 
come  to  an  end;  53%  believe  world  events  of  this  century  (like 
world  wars,  conflku  involving  Israel,  and  the  AIDS  epidem¬ 
ic)  fulfill  Bible  prophecy;  49%  believe  the  Bible  accurately 
describes  the  Antichrist;  44%  believe  Aimageddon  will  take 
place;  and  44%  await  the  rapture  of  the  church.  ITie  survey, 
jconducted  by  Market  Facts.  Inc.,  was  used  to  illustrate  the 
magazine’s  recent  report  on  widespread  interest  in  the  end  of 
the  present  millineum. 


10  years  ago 


Bobby  Kilpatrick,  head  basketball  ci'ach  at  Memphis  .State 
University,  tells  members  of  Calvary  Church,  Tupelo,  that 
although  the  university’s  regents  prohibit  him  fnxn  di.'uuig  his 
faith  with  his  players,  his  life.style  can  mtluence  the  young  men. 


20  years  ago 


Newly-chartered  Summit  Baptist  Church  of  Wiggins.  Colo., 
takes  its  name  in  honor  of  First  Church.  Summit,  Miss.,  whose  | 
members  were  mstrumcntal  in  helping  the  small  mission  grow  | 
to  become  a  self-supporting  church.  | 


50  years  ago 


For  the  third  time  in  five  years.  Tall.ihatchie  Association 
clerk  J.H.  Pennebaker  is  selected  by  the  Baptist  .Sunday 
School  Board  in  Nashville  as  keeping  the  best  meeting  min¬ 
utes  in  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention. 


Editor’^  Notfrook  J 

Covenant  for  a  new  century 


In  1845  when  the  Southern  Baptist  churches,  under  the  lord- 
Baptist  Convention  was  organized,  ship  of  Jesus  Christ,  upon  the 
the  Foreign  Mission  Board  and  authority  of  Holy  Scripture,  and  by 
Domestic  Mission  Board  were  the  empowerment  of  the  Holy  Spir- 
also  established.  Across  the  years.,  it.”  Of  course,  this  has  been  the  aim 
others  were  fdded  until  we  had  19  of  the  SBC  for  many  years, 
institutions  and  agencies.  We  are  There  are  changes  suggested 
no  longer  a  sra^dl,  rural.  Southern  and  we  must  be  willing  to  change, 
denomiruktion  of  churches.  The  organization  of  1845  is  hardly 

Time  has  a  way  of  assisting  valid  in  1995.  Evidently  there 
institutions  in  becoming  bureau-  were  hours  of  work  and  planning 
cratic  and  even  cumbersome.  The  to  produce  such  a  report  The 
38,000  SBC  churches  now  have  focus  on  ministries  rather  than 
over  15,000,000  members  and  program  ^ignments  is  refreshing, 
from  tune  to  time  adjustments  are  '  The  make-up  of  the  committee 
needed.  could  leave  one  wishing  for  wider 

All  these^things  were  in  mind  representation.  There  were  seven 
when  the  Program  and  Structure  •  men  on  the  committee  as  appoint- 
Committee  was  appointed.  They  ed  by  Executive  Committee  Chair-^ 
made  their  report  to  the  Executive  npn  Fred  Wolfe. 

Committee  on  Feb.  20,  1995.  For  There  were  no  denominational 
many  it  was  a  bone-jarring  event  institutions  represented  other  than 
and  had  the  effecLof  an  exploding  A1  Mohler  Jr.  of  Southern  Semi- 
hand  grenade.  nary.  No  state  executive  directors 

Some  good  things  are  to  be  were  represented.  No  women  were 
noted  in  the  committee’s  report,  on  the  committee.  The  Foreign 
The. mission  statement  is  great;  arxl  Home  Mission  Boards  had  no 
“The  vSBC  exists  to  facilitate,  representatives.  No  small  churches 
extend,  and  enlarge  the  Great  Com-  or  directors  of  missions  were  rep- 
mi.ssion  ministries  of  Southern  resented.  The  committee  did  con- 

Guest  Opinion... 


suit  with  agency  heads  and 
denominational  and  mission  board 
executives.  Apparently,  they,  bad 
little  real  input  in  the  final  results. 

The  Woman's  Missionary 
Union  was  shunted  to  a  sidetrack 
and  left  there  while  die  SBC  train 
moved  on.  WMU  has  been  respon¬ 
sible  for  the  promotion  of  the  Lot¬ 
tie  Moon  and  Annie  Armstrong 
offerings  for  years.  This  is  now 
the  responsibility  of  the  Foreign 
and  Home  Mission  Boards.  They 
may  or  may  not  ask  the  assistance 
of  WMU. 

'fhen.  the  timing  was  poor.  The 
Executive  Committee  heard  it  one 
day  and  voted  the  next.  "We  can¬ 
not  waver,  it  must  be  done'at  this 
meeting,"  was  the  comment. 
Agency  <IirectorS|Jound  out  about 
it  only  hours  berore'it  was  made 
public. 

A  covenant  for  a  new  “century” 
deserves  more  consideration.  It 
could  be  a  good  plan  but  obvious 
amendments  and  adjustments  are. 
needed.  Presenting  it  as  the  final 
word  with  such  little  preparation 
leaves  much  to  be  desired. 


Annie  Armstrong  Easter  Offering 
National  Goal  $50  million  - 


SBC  Home  Mission  Board 

Operating  Costs  ’ 

-  1994  Total  Budget: 

$91,246,607  *' 

$7,603,884 
$l,7.‘i4,742 
$249,991 
$10,416 
-  $174 


Cost  per  month: 
Cost  per  week: 
Cost  per  day: 
Cost  per  hour 
Cost  per  minute 


Fair  not  so  heavenly 


According  to  an  Associated  Peace  Movement  at 
Press  article  in  June  1992,  when  Coliseum  in  Jackson. 
Andy  Russell  of  Tarzana,  Calif.,  Marilyn  J.  Ellis,  ; 
passed  away,  his  devoted  three-  with  the  Inner  Peaa 
year-old  grandson  Bobby  wanted  said  the  Angel  Fair  w 
to  know  what  happened  to  Grand-  tunity  for  people  to 
pa.  So  the  chore  of  explaining  communicate  with 
death  fell  to  the  boy’s  dad.  angels.”  Ellis  and  c 

Dad  said,  “Bobby,  God  saw  “sensitives”  were  ava 
that  Grandpa  ||||■||||■||||||||■  individuals  hear  from 
was  very  sick  Of  course,  there  v 

and  so  because  for  iqi  to  three  impies 

he  did  not  want  As  a  person  wh 

him  to  hutt  any  years  has  studied  leli 

more,  be  sent  I  have  concluded  tfaa 

the  angels  to  get  don  is,  “Bv  what  autl 

him.”  base  your  oeliefeT’ 

To  which  lit-  '  F(w  me,  the  answe 

tie  Bobby,  ty  is  found  in  the  Bi 

astonished  and  McDonald  ^cw  Testament, 

wide-eyed.  The  existence  ( 

replied,  “The  whole  team?”  taught  in  at  least  34 

This  humorous  story  points  us  Bible,  and  the  w< 
to  the  fact  that  many  people's  occurs  about  275  timi 
knowledge  of  angels  does  not  go  assumed  and  taught 
much  further  than  the  major  of  angels  (Matt  18:1( 
league  baseball  team.  Because  of  Angels  were  ere; 
this,  individuals  are  susceptible  to  (Col.  1:16)  as  spirit 
.swallowing  anybody’s  idea  about  1:14)  who  are  dikinc 
the  world  of  angels.  beings  (Psalni  8:4-5). 

In  fact,  the  more  sensational  the  There  are  innumt 
teaching,  the  more  crowds  flock  to  (Heb,  12:22)  who 
hear  the  latest  fad  about  angels.  Christians.  These 

Such  was  the  case  recently  as  involve  a  general  mi 
nearly  500  people  attended  the  ing(Heb.  1:14);  ansv, 
Angel  Fair  hosted  by  the  Inner  ,  (Acts  12:7);  observat 


Somree:  HMB  PUummg  Section 


The  Fragmei 


Dollars  plus  prayers 


“Saving  America  to  Save  the  They  labor  to  “win  all”  in  hun- 
World”  was  a  much-used  slogan  a  dreds  of  unique  ministries, 
few  ye^  ago.  Revival  in  Ameri-  The  Annie  Armstrong  goal 
ca  is  still  deqjerately  needed.  this  year  is  $50  million.  As 
The  Annie  Armstrong  Week  WMU  Executive  Director  Dcl- 
of  Prayer  and  special  offering  is  lanna  O’Brien  said,  “Dollars 
one  way  you  can  participate.  without  prayer  su{^rt  can  never 

There  are  almost  5,000  home  be  as  effective  as  those  that  are 
missionaries,  mission  pastors,  spent  in  the  power  of  Christ.” 
field  personnel,  state  staff,  and 

mission  service  corps  personnel.  — GH 


messengers  are  from  God. 

In  the  Bible,  the  angel’s  mes¬ 
sage  always  came  from  God  and 
pointed  people  to  him.  A  person, 
group,  or  nvpvement  who  seekN 
angels  as  a  solution  to  p^oble^'•^ 
has  been  deceived. 

McDonald  is  pastor  of  Castle- 
woods  Church,  Brandon. 


ine  word  angel  means  mes¬ 
senger.  The  only  message  or 
answer  an  angel  has  would  come 
from  the  one  who  sent  him. 

V  It  is  at  this  point  that  the  Bible 
tells  us  to  “test  the  spirits”  ( 1  John 
4:1)  because  not  all  messages  and 


VOLUME  119  (ISSN-0005-5778y  NUMBER  4 

Publishod  weakly  except  weeks  of  July  4  and  Christmas  by  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention,  515  Mississippi  Street,  Jackson, 
MS  39201  Subscription  $7.35  per  vMr  plus  $1  postage  increase 
(total;  $8.35)  payable  in  advance.  Second  class  postage  paid  at 
Jackson,  Mississippi.  Member,  Southern  Baptist  Press  Association 


. Guy  Henderson 

.William  H.  Perkins  Jr. 

. Florence  Larrimore 

. . .BeneeWalley 

. Betty  Anne  Bailey 

.Shannon  T.  Simpson 

. Betty  Smith 

. Don  MrkSregor 


Baptist  Record  Advisory  Committee.  Grady  Collins.  Philadelphia 
Robert  Self,  Brookhaven;  David  Raddin,  Yazoo  City,  Charles 
Dunagin,  Summit;  Carl  White,  Clarrksdale,  Billie  Buckley.  Petal. 
Betty  Smith,  secretary. 

Postmaster:  Send  changaa  of  addreaa  to  The  BAPTIST  REC¬ 
ORD,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackaon,  MS  3S205.  Sand  nawa,  communL 
cation,  and  addreaa  changaa  to  The  Editor,  BAPTIST  RECORD, 
P.O.  Box  530,  Jaefceon,  MS  38205  (601)  96S-3800. 


Editor 


Associate  Edftor . 

Editorial  Associate .. 
Circulation  Manager 

Bookkeeper..r. . 

Layout/Advertising ... 

Proofreader . 

Editor  Emeritus . 


Mississippians  appointed  to  CSI  by  Foreign  Mission  Board 


Cboich,  Caiy,  N.C. 

Alexander  Credle,  who  holds  a 
bachelor  of  science  degree  from 
Gemson  University  in  South  Car¬ 
olina  and  a  master  of  business 
administration  degree  from  Geor¬ 
gia  State  University  in  Atlanta, 
attends  Southeastern  Seminary  in 
Wake  Forest,  N.C. 

He  previously  served  as  direc¬ 
tor  of  sales  and  marketing  for  a 
drug  company  in  Research  Trian¬ 
gle  Park,  N.C. 

Shelby  Ciedle  holds  a  bachelor 
of  arts  degree  from  North  Carolina 
State  University  in  Raleigh,  N.C. 
and  a  master  of  arts  degree  from 


the  Univers!^  of  North  Carolina  at 
Chapel  Hill,  N.C. 

She  is  currently  serving  as  as 
adjunct  professor  at  Southeastern 
Seminary  and  as  a  visiting  lecturer 
at  North  Carolina  State  University. 

She  is  the  daughter  of  the  late 
Douglas  and  Velma  Phelan.  She 
considers  Cary,  N.C.  her  home 
town  and  Brst  Church  there  as  her 
home  church. 

The  Hortons  and  Credles  will 
attend  a  seven-week  orientation  at 
the  FMB’s  Missionary  Learning 
Center  in  Rockville,  Va.,  before 
leaving  for  their  assigned  mission 
fields. 
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Questions  remain,  but  agency 
heads  impressed  by  restructure 


'  NASHVILLE,  Term.  (ABP)  — 
The  heads  of  agencies  potentially 
affected  by  a  massive  restructuring 
of  the  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  generally  applauded  its  basic 
outline  but  said  they  will  need 
more  time  to  assess  its  full  impact 
on  the  work  of  the  15  million- 
member  denomination,  the  largest 
Protestant  organization  in  the 
Linited  States  and  the  world. 

The  restructuring,  if  adopted  by 
the  SBC  in  consecutive  annual 
meetings,  would  reduce  the  num¬ 
ber  of  denominational  agencies 
from  the  current  19  to  12  and 
focus  more  resources  on  church 
planting  efforts  of  domestic  and 
international  mission  boards.  The 
(dan  was  approved  Feb.  21  by  the 
SBC  Executive  Committee. 

Jimmy  Draper,  president  of  the 
Baptist  Sunday  School  Board, 
applauded  the  efforts  of  a  blue-rib¬ 
bon  program  and  structure  study 
committee,  appointed  two  years 
ago  by  the  Executive  Committee’s 
chairman,  for  its  “attempt  to  struc- 
mre  the  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  for  the  21st  century.” 

“1  favor  the  report  aixl  su[)(>9rt 
the  committee,^’  said  Draper, 
whose  agency  is  largely  unaffect¬ 
ed  by  the  plan. 

Foreign  Mission  Board  Presi¬ 
dent  Jerry  Rankin,  director  of  the 
Protestant  world's  largest  missions 
agency,  comntended  the  report  for 
focusing  denominational  re-sources 
on  missions  and  evangelism. 

“I  ^>preciate  the  affirmation  not 
just  for  the  Foreign  Mission  Board 
.  and  for  our  staff  but  for  the  desire 
to  bring  Southern  Baidists  and  our 
resources  and  all  our  agencies  back 
together  with  that  original  mandate 
that  brought  us  togedier  ISO  years 
ago,”  Rankin  told  reporters  at  a 
[tress  conference. 

Home  Mission  Board  head  Larry 
Lewis  said  it  “tmpears”  the  recom¬ 
mendation  “wotw  address  the  areas 
of  work  now  assigned  to  the  Home 


By  Bob  Allen 


Mission  Board  and  certainly  has  the 
(totential  for  improved  efficiency 
and  effectiveness.”  .. 

Lewis  admitted,  however,  that 
he  has  “a  number  of  questions” 
about  the'pro|>osal  and  will  “look 
forward  to  understanding  better 
the  ctetails  and  ramifications  of  the 
lecommerxlation.” 

Jack  Johnson,  president  of  the 
Radio  and  Television  Commis¬ 
sion,  said  the  pro{)Osal  to  eliminate 
his  Fort  Worth-based  agency  and 
transfer  its  resources  to  a  new 
mission  board  with  responsibility 
for  the  United  States  and  Canada 
{X>ses  “a  (iroblem  with  morale”  for 
his  staff. 

“At  the  same  time,  I  am  excited 
about  what  I  see  as  a  (lotential  for 
ministry  to  North  America  and  the 
worid,”  Johnson  said. 

“For  me  not  to  tell  you  I  am 
excited  about  the  opportunity  to 
share  the  gos|>el  of  Jesus  C^st 
with  millions  of  (leople  would  be 
foolish,”  Johnson  said. 

Brotherhood  Commission  Pres¬ 
ident  James  Williams  said  he  was 
“completely  surprised”  by  the  rec¬ 
ommendation  to  dissolve  bis 
Memphis-based  agency,  with  the 
assignment  for  men’s  missions 
going  to  the  new  North  American 
Mission  Board. 

Stephen  Carleton,  executive 
director  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Education  Commission  called  it 
“an  impressive  and  far-reaching 
(dan  for  leorganizatioo.” 

He  (nedicted  that  even  though 
bis  agency  is  on  the  chopping 
Mock,  Bivtist  colleges  and  umver- 
sities  wiu  continue  to  work  with 
state  (^ventions  and  “provide  for 
the  churches  of  this  denomination 
thousands  of  new  lay  and  clerical 
leaders  each  year.” 

Only  one  agency  executive, 
Lym  ^^y  of  tte  Historical  Com¬ 
mission,  registered  outright  dis¬ 
agreement  with  the  committee. 

Mj^  did  not  attend  a  press  con¬ 


ference  with  other  agency  heads 
but  asked  a  staff  member  to  read 
his  statement. 

“I  cannot  and  will  not  sup[>ort  a 
recommendation  for  dismantling 
the  Historical  Commission  and 
reassigning  of  some  of  its  program 
assignments  and  functions  to  other  - 
agencies,”  May  said. 

May  said  under  the  pro{>osal  to 
transfer  responsibility  for  the 
SBC’s  historical  library  and 
archives  to  the  presidents  of  the 
six  SBC  seminaries,  “the  con¬ 
cerns  of  history  will  not  have  the 
priority  they  should  have  and 
must  have  in  order  to  preserve  the 
total  history  aiKl  heritage  of  Bap¬ 
tists  in  general  and  Southern  Ba{>- 
tists  in  particular.” 

Don  Wideman,  executive  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Missouri  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention,  warned  that  by  etKourag- 
ing  established  state  conventions 
to  assume  greater  responsibility 
for  mission  work  in  their  states, 
while  focusing  national  efforts  in 
newer-work  areas,  the  restructure 
could  force  larger  states  to  reduce 
the  amount  of  money  they  send  to 
the  North  American  Mission 
Board. 

“That  would  be  a  tragedy  if  it 
would  happen,”  said  committee 
member  Bob  Sorrell,  a  staff  minis¬ 
ter  at  Bellevue  Church  in  Cordova, 
Term. 

Greg  Horton,  a  layman  and 
founder  of  the  Quincy’s  and 
Ryan’s  Steak  House  chains, 
advised  executive  directors  “all 
this  talk  we’re  having  today  is  just 
a  bunch  of  rhetoric”  if  all  Southern 
Baptist  leaders  “can’t  buy  into  our 
mission  statement,  ...  if  we  don’t 
believe  in  the  Great  Commission, 
if  we  are  not  willing  to  be  under 
the  lordship  of  Jesus  Christ ... .” 

“Sir,  that  is  not  the  concern,” 
Wideman  interrupted.  “It  is  im|4e- 
mentation.” 

Allen  is  associate  editor  of 
Associated  Baptist  Press. 


FraiKis  and  Angie  Horton 


Alexander  and  Shelby  Credle 


Miss,  missionary  victim 
of  Bangladesh  robbery 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  — 
Mississi[}pian  Tom  Thurman  has 
become  tte  fourth  Southern  Ba|>- 
tist  foreign  missionary  in  a  month 
accosted  by  robbers  on  the  mission 
field. 

The  string  of  incidents  should 
remind  Southern.  Baptists  that 

world  are  op  the  jfiont  lines  of  a 
spiritual  war-  ■  , _ . 

(jrayer  for  their 

ministries  and  ^ 

safety,  said 

Randy  Sprin- 

kle,  director  of  |k|naA  ^ 

the  Foreign 

Mission 

Board’s  inter-  I 

national  prayer  Calcutla*  \ 

strategy  office.  J\\i^ 

Thurman, 

61,  of  Mooted-  \ 

lo  was  stabbed  / 

in  the  hand - ^ - 

Feb.  19  in  Dhaka,  Bangladesh,  in  a 
struggle  with  a  man  who  demand¬ 
ed  his  briefcase. 

The  slight  injury  required  two 
stitches.  Thurman,  a  SO-year  veter¬ 
an  of  missions,  fiilfilled  a  (neach- 
ing  assignment  that  evening,  bis 
son,  Phwp  Thurman,  a  staffer  at 
First  Church,  Jackson  said  in  a 
telmbooe  interview. 

Three  other  Southern  Baptist 
missioiuuies  also  recently  repotted 
attacks  by  robbers.  On  Jan.  20, 
Keith  Stamps  suffered  serious 
shotgun  injuries  to  his  right  arm 
and  shouldn  in  a  hi^way  robbery 
attempt  in  Guatemda.  On  Feb.*  8, 
Kristi  Pennington  was  abducted 
and  robbed  at  guiqioint  in  Caracas, 
Venezuela.  Ine  same  day.  Don 


Cole  was  robbed  at  gun[>oint  arxl 
held  hostage  for  about  45  minutes 
in  Sao  Paulo,  Brazil. 

Stamps  underwent  a  skin  graft 
Feb.  16  and  continues  a  painful 
recovery  in  Guatemala.  Penning¬ 
ton  and  Cole  were  released 
unharmed. 

“I  can’t  remember  when 
there’s  been  such  a  string  of 
_  _ _  attacks  on 


INDIA 


- -  our  mission- 

INDIA  aries.”  Sprin- 

V  kle  said.  “As 

/nAMniTncQH^  intercessors, 

^ANGLADESf^  important 

IMniA  ^  r  ^ 

.  kA  I  hCieti  :(the 

\ Dhaka*  v#  \  I  Apostle) 

1  It  Paul’s 

Calcutla*  \  reminder  that 

^  \  j  ‘our  struggle 

z'  Oi  Y  *  against 

(  N.  flesh  and 

/  B^HOMI  blood’  and 

- ^ wield  the 

t,  Bangladesh,  in  a  mighty  weapon  of  prayer  on 
nan  who  demand-  bet^f  of  all  Girist’s  amba.ssadors 
around  the  world.” 

jury  required  two  Thurman,  an  evangelist,  was 
n,  a  30-year  veter-  riding  in  an  open,  three-wheel  taxi 
fiilfilled  a  (neacb-  when  another  taxi  (Hilled  alongside 
that  evening,  bis  and  a  passenger  with  a  pistol 
rman,  a  staffer  at  demanded  the  briefcase*  Thurman 
ackson  said  in  a  offered  his  money  but  refused  to 
ew.  •  release  the  briefcase.  A  struggle 

Southern  Baptist  ensued. 

>  recently  repotted  When  a  truck  driver  iixervened, 
>ers.  On  Jan.  20,  the  attacker  stabbed  at  Thurman 
suffered  serious  with  a  knife  and  fled.  Thurman 
s  to  his  right  arm  was  injured  when  he  raised  his 
1  hi^way  robbery  band  in  self-defense, 
emiua.  On  Feb.*  8,  The  incident  occurred  about  a 
on  was  abducted  half  mile  from  the  Southern  Bap- 
uqioint  in  Caracas,  tist  mission  guest  bouse  near 
c. same  day.i  P.on.,. Dhaka. 


Two  couples  with  Mississip|>i 
connections  has  been  named  as 
representatives  of  Cooperative 
Services  International  (CSI),  an 
aid  organization  connected  with 
the  Southern  B^tist  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sion  Board  (FMB). 

Francis  K.  Horton  III  of  Wes¬ 
son  and  his  wife  Angie,  a 
Brookhaven  native,  will  serve  in 
the  development  of  CSI-related 
projects  in  southwest  Asia.  They 
are  currently  members  of  Morri- 
.son  Heights  Church  in  Clinton. 

Francis  Horton,  who  holds  a 


law  degree  from  MissisSii^i  Col¬ 
ley  in  Jackson  dtsd  a  badielor  of 
science  degree  from  Mississippi 
State  University,  attends  New 
Orieans  Seminary. 

He  previously  served  as  staff 
attorney  for  the  U.S.  Trustee  and 
for  the  U.S.  Small  Business 
Administration,  both  in  Jackson. 

He  is  the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
F.K.  Horton  Jr.  of  Wesson,  and 
considers  Wesson  Church  his 
home  church. 

Angie  Horton  holds  a  bachelor 
of  science  degree  from  Mississippi 
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State  University,  and  was  (irevi- 
ously  an  electrical  engineer  at 
Packard  Electric  Co.  in  Qinton 
and  Nu^ssissippi  Power  and  Light 
Com{)any  in  Jackson. 

She  is  the  daughter  of  Mr.  aiKl 
Mrs.  Gerald  Hart  of  Brookhaven 
and  considers  Macedonia  Church 
in  Brookhaven  her  home  diurch. 

Alexander  B.  Credle  Jr.  of 
Cary,  N.C.  and  his  wife  Shelby, 
who^  was  bom  in  Hattiesburg,  w^ 
serve  in  the  development  of  CSI 
projects  in  central  Asia.  They  are 
currently  members  of  First 
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Religious  broadcasters  shun  Clinton 
over  abortion,  homosexuality  issues 


n. 


All  Alone 


A  woman  m  the  Osmania  district  of  India  sits  in  front  of  the  remains  of 
her  home,  a  grim  reminder  of  the  loss  of  her  husband,  two  sons,  and  a 
daughter  in  the  powerful  earthquake  that  struck  the  area  on  Sept.  30, 
1994.  The  quake  killed  10,000  people  and  damaged  or  destroyed  147  vil¬ 
lages.  The  Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mission  Board  has  earmarked 
$100,000  to  help  Indian  Baptists  assist  their  neighbors  in  rebuilding  their 
lives.  (BP  photo  by  Ernest  Myers). 

Zambia  judge  orders  talks 
over  work  permit  dispute 


NASHVILLE  (ABP)  —  U.S. 
President  Bill  Clinton  wasn’t 
invited  to  the  National  Religious 
Broadcasters  convention  again  this 
year,  but  convention-goers  could 
pick  up  tree  copies  of  The  Clin¬ 
ton  Chronicles  Book  in  the 
exhibit  hall  after  Sunday  morning 
worship. 

The  Clinton  Chronicles  Book 
is  the  written  form  of  the  contro¬ 
versial  video  series  promoted  by 
televangelist  J^py  Falwell. 

The  book  and  videos  attempt  to 
link  Qinton  to  a  bizarre  histob'  of 
criminal  and  sexual  acts,'  induing 
murder-for-hire,  money  launder- 


NEW  ORLEANS  (BP)  — 
Don’t  be  a  Flat  Earth  Society  of 
Evangelicals,  the  president  of 
Grand  Canyon  University  recently 
told  students  at  New  Orleans 
Seminary. 

Bill  R.  Winkuns,  a  mathemati¬ 
cian  and  educator,  delivered  the 
seminary’s  1995  Tharp  Lectures,  a 
series  of  sermons  on  “The  Preach¬ 
er  from  the  Layman’s  Viewpoint,’’ 
presented  annually  by  a  prominent 
Christian  layman. 

Williams  has  been  president  af 
Grand  Canyon  University  since 
1978. 

The  Phoenix,  Ariz.,  school,  one 
of  51  Southern  Baptkt-related  col¬ 
leges  and  universities,  is  one  of 
only  two  schools  in  the  United 
States  to  have  a  hookup  with  the 
IBM  Watson  Center  research  com¬ 
puter,  one  of  the  world’s  largest 
computers.  Cornell  University  is 
the  only  other  school  to  have 
access  to  this  “super  computer.’’ 

“It  is  our  responsibility  to  look 
down  the  road  as  far  as  we  can,’’ 
Williams  said.  Christians  must  be 
.sensitive  to  God  in  prayer,  “to  let 
the  HoIy.Spirit  enlighten  us,  to 
move  u’^otward  (in  expressing) 
the  gospel  in  today’s  context.’’ 

This  ability  to  communicate  the 
gospel  will  require  an  awareness 
of  new  vocabtuaiy  and  concepts, 
Williams  said.  Achieving  that 
awareness  “will  take  a  tremendous 
amount  of  work,”  but  the  effort  is 
essential  “if  we  are  going  to  be  as 
effective  as  we  can  be,”  he  said. 


ing,  and  numerous  extra-marital 
affairs. 

Clinton  has  dismissed  the  accu¬ 
sations  as  outlandish,  as  have 
numetpus  others  both  inside  and 
outside  the  White  House.  Evangel¬ 
ical  author  Tony  Campolo  recently 
challenged  Falwell  to  grant  him 
equal  air  time  to  rebut  the  charges 
against  Clinton,  which  have  b^n 
given  prominent  play  on  Falwell’s 
“Old  Time  Gospel  Hour.” 

Although  the  NRB  enjoyed 
cozy  relationshqis  with  Republican 
presidents  Ronald  Reagan  and 
George  Bush,  the  NRB  and  Clinton 
have  been  at  odds  from  the  start. 


1A^lliam&  told  students  diey  have 
the  wipoitant  ta^  of  preachiiig  the 
gospel  thfoQglteve^  avenue  of 
expression  possible,  aiKl  today’s 
tedinology.  he  said,  is  opening  iq) 
new  aveiKies  constantly. 

“We’ve  never  been  at  such  a 
wonderful  point  in  history  in  terms 
of  opportunities  to  present  the  gos¬ 
pel,”  said  Williams,  who  has  a 
doctorate  in  mathematics  from 
Arizona  State  University. 

“Science  and  mathematics 
influence  everything  around  us,” 
he  said.  “How  we  look  at  our 
p^sical  world  at  any  given  time 
gives  os  the  conceptasdization  to 
exteixl  through  word  and  thought 
how  we  spei^  and  relate  to  th^ 
things  beyond  the  finite  and  the 
physical. 'We  can  only  do  it 
through  analogy,  and  those  analo¬ 
gies  come  out  of  our  physical 
world.” 

“Chaos”  will  be  the  guide  word 
for  the  21st  cbntury,  Williams 
said.  All  areas  —  including  tech¬ 
nology,  business,  education,  lead¬ 
ership,  biology,  psychology,  and 
even  the  weaUier  —  face  the  chaos 
theory  restructuring  how  every¬ 
thing  is  understood,  be  said.  “We 
are  experiencing  an  upheaval  of 
our  knowledge  base  second  to 
none  in  histoiy.” 

^  As  the  world  enters  the  21st 
century,  preachers  need  to  take 
advantage  of  all  t^ortunities  to 
keep  up  with  the  latest  scientific 
tectoologies  and  terminologies, 
Williams  said. 


Reagan  accepted  invitations  to 
address  the  NRB  five  times  in  his 
eight  years  as  president,  and  Bush 
^>i^e  to  the  group  three  times  in 
four  years  as  president 
Both  men  were  invited  to  the 
NRB  every  year  of  their  presiden¬ 
cies. 

The  religious  broadcasters 
invited  Clinton,  a  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist,  to  speak  to  their  annual  gath¬ 
ering  in  1993,  his  first  year  as 
president  But  the  invitation  came 
too  late,  or  Clinton  didn’t  see  the 
need  to  accommodate  the  NRB, 
depending  on  who  tells  die  story. 

The  next  year,  Clinton  wasn’t 
invited  at  all.  And  this  year,  the 
president  was  purposely  left  off 
the  invitation  list  a  second  time. 

NRB  leadership  issued  a  three- 
paragraph  statement  explaining 
why  Clinton  was  not  asked  to  this 
year’s  convention,  de^ite  a  long¬ 
standing  tradition  of  inviting  the 
sitting  president. 

“During  a  White  House  brief¬ 
ing  with  Bqitist  leaders  and  reli¬ 
gion  journalists  in  October,  Presi¬ 
dent  Bill  Clinton  again  reiterated 
bis  position  on  the  issues  of  abor¬ 
tion  and  homosexuality  by  claim¬ 
ing  the  Bible  is  ‘ambiguous’  about 
them.  Statements  such  as  these 
reaffirm  our  decision  to  withhold 
an  invitation  to  address  our  con¬ 
vention  from  the  president,”  NRB 
leaders  said. 

“We  cannot  give  a  platform  to 
a  leader  who  so  aggie^vely  sup¬ 
ports  and  puts  forth  policies  a^ 
positions  which  are  blatantly  con¬ 
trary  to  Scriptural  views,”  the 
NRB  statement  said. 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  — 
Two  Southern  Baptists  witii  back¬ 
grounds  in  student  work  and  mis¬ 
sions  have  been  tapped  to  he4>  the 
Foreign  Mission  Board  expand  its 
efforts  to  involve  students  in  for¬ 
eign  missions. 

Mike  Lopez,  an  admiiustrator 
in  the  boaid^s  international  service 
department,  will  bead  that  depart¬ 
ment’s  student  section.  Lopez,  41, 
earlier  worked  in  student  min¬ 
istries  as  a  mis¬ 
sionary  in  Tai¬ 
wan  with  bis 
wife  Ann. 

They  also 
were  home  mis¬ 
sionaries  in 
Pennsylvania. 

They  have  two 

children.  _ 

Jeff  Lewis,  a  Lopez 
consultant  for 

national  student  ministry  at  the 
Baptist  Sunday  School  Board,  has 
been  named  student  and  youth 
consultant. 

Lewis,  42,  will  relate  to  the 
mission  board’s  student  section, 
working  on  contract  from  a  loca¬ 
tion  to  be  determined.  He  and  his 
wife  Elaine  currently  live  in  Mt. 
Juliet,  Tenn.  They  have  seven 
children. 


LUSAKA,  Zambia  (BP)  —  A 
judge  has  ordered  Southern  B^- 
tist  missionaries  and  Zambian 
Baptist  leaders  to  resolve  their 
two-year-oW  dispute  over  mission¬ 
ary  work  permits  on  their  own. 

The  dispute,  which  was  sched¬ 
uled  for  trial  in  mid-November  and 
has  been  posqioned  several  times, 
is  an  internal  church  matter  and 
should  never  have  been  brou^t  to 
court,  the  judge  told  representa¬ 
tives  of  the  two  sides  in  a  February 
bearing  in  his  chambers. 

After  bearing  statements  from 


Since  1990  Lopez,  from  High 
Springs,  Fla.,  has  promoted  the 
Foreign  Mission  Board’s  Interna¬ 
tional  Service  Corps  atMl  journey¬ 
man  programs  and  directed 
screemng  conferences  for  appli¬ 
cants  to  those  programs. 

Most  recently  Lewis,  from 
Columbus,  Ohio,  coordinated  Mis¬ 
sion  95,  Southern  Baptists’  global 
mission  conference  held  in 
December  in  Louisville,  Ky. 
Before  joining 
the  nati(^  stu¬ 
dent  ministry 
staff  in  1990,  be 
was  associate 
director  for 
Mission  Service 
Corps  at  the 
Home  Mission 
Board. 

They  begin 
their  new  as- 
sigrunents  on  Match  1. 

“We’re  seeing  among  college 
students  a  growing  momentum  of 
interest  in  missions  that  needs  to 
be  nurtured,”  said  Foreign  Mission 
Board  President  Jerry  Rankin. 

“On  college  and  university 
campuses,  I  beUeve  God  is  raising 
up  our  next  generation  of  mission¬ 
aries.  But  the  exciting  thing  is  they 
don’t  have  to  wait  until  the  future 


missionary  and  convention  leaders 
and  asking  several  questions,  the 
judge  ordered  the  parties  to  try 
again  to  resolve  their  dispute  ami¬ 
cably.  He  also  directed  that  tempo¬ 
rary  work  permits  be  issued  unnl  a 
final  resolution  is  reached,  accord¬ 
ing  to  missionary  Bonita  Wilson, 
acting  administrator  of  the  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  mission  organization  in 
Zambia. 

The  case  concerns  the  refusal 
of  Zambian  immigration  officials 
to  renew  work  permits  or  issue 
new  ones  to  Soutwm  Btptists. 


(to  serve).  There  are  massive 
opportunities  already  available  for 
students  to  impact  a  lost  world  for 
Lhrist,”  Rankin  said. 

Meanwhile,  the  International 
Service  Department  is  reorganiz¬ 
ing  to  increase  its  focus  on  nurtur¬ 
ing  students  for  mission  service, 
said  Wendy  Norvelle,  department 
director. 

The  shifts  will  help  the  Foreign 
Mission  Board  “reach  more  stu-' 
dents  and  have  more  sustained, 
quality  time  with  them,”  said 
Norvelle.  “Before  the  turn  of  the 
century,  they  will  be  the  young 
adults  who  v^l  be  our  missionar¬ 
ies.  And  if  wc  are  going  to  fulfill 
the  Great  Commission,  we  need  a 
lot  more  than  4,000  missionaries 
ready  to  give  their  lives”  to  mis¬ 
sions. 

That’s  the  approximate  number 
of  Southern  B^tist  missionaries 
now  assigned  overseas. 

The  Foreign  Mission  Board  has 
regular  contact  with  about  2,800 
Southern  Baptist  college  students 
interested  in  foreign  missions. 

In  addition,  408  students  made 
commitments  to  mission  service  at 
Mission  95,  which  was  attended 
by  about  3,000  students. 

About  half  of  those  commit¬ 
ments  were  for  foreign  missions. 


Return  to  roots,  Calvinists  say 

CAPE  CORAL,  Fla.  (BP)  —  SotMhem  Baptists  should  return  to  their 
Calvinistic  roots,  accotdkig  to  writers  in  the  current  issue  of  a  pi4>Iic»- 
tion  being  mailed  to  Southern  Baptist  pastors,  seminary  profess^,  and 
missionaries. 

“CaD  it  wfaflt  you  win  —  Cahtinism,  reformed  theology,  the  doctrines  of 
grace  —  these  truths  are  notti^  less  than  historic  Southern  Baptist  oilho- 
<kjxy,"  wrote  Thomas  K.  Asool,  editor  of  The  Foandars  Journal  and  pas¬ 
tor  ^  Grace  Cfaurch,  Gape  Coral,  Ha. 

Ptibltahed  by  the  Southern  Baptist  Founders  Conference,  a  loose^mit 
network  of  Cahrinnts,  the  joranal  advocates  a  return  \jn  the  SBC  to  such 
doctrinesaselection.ptedestinarion,thesoveteigi:ityofuod,aodtiieinaba- 
ity  of  man  to  rqieat  a^  exercise  fa^  urdAs  0(^  mst  regenerates  him. 

The  reason  churches  have  so  nuny  hutetrve  and  non-resideta  members 
is  because  many  church  members  are  not  really  CfatistiarB,  Ascdl  sakL 


Mathematician  promotes 
high-tech  Christians  for 
21st  century  witnessing 


Foreign  Mission  Board  appoints  two  for 
expanding  role  in  student  recniitment 


Lewis 


.  •» 


FMB  adopts  7.  basic  principles 
to  guide  agency  in  21st  century 


WAKE  FOREST,  N.C.  (BP)  Rankin  said,  “and  see  the  monks  as  belief  in  the  reality  of  hell. 

—  Foreign  Mission  Board  trus-  they  would  encfrcle  the  casket,  Rankin  noted  that  the  princi- 
(ees  sent  a  “valentine"  to  the  chanting  over  and  over  again:  pies  and  previously  approved 
world  Feb.  14  as  they  appointed  ‘Dead,  never  to  arise;  gone,  never  vision  and  mission  statements 
44  new  missionaries  to  join  more  to  return;  asleep,  neve»to  awaken.’  grew  out  of  a  yearlong  process  of 
than  4,000  others  taking  the  love  “To  them  the  gospel  was  a  fine-tuning  input  from  trustees, 
of  Jesus  Christ  to  millions  of  mystery,”  said  Rankin.  “God  has  missionaries,  and  staff, 
people  around  the  worid.  .  called  you  to  make  known  that  He  urged  their  ratification  to 

They  also  approved  seven  mystery,  to  reveal  the  precious  go  along  with  the  vision  and  mis- 

basic  principles  to  undergird  the  truth  of  the  gospel.”  sion  statements  in  setting  “the 

board’s  missions  program  during  The  appointment  service,  the  direction  for  this  board  as  we 
their  Feb.  13-15  meeting  on  the  first  held  on  the  campus  of  a  move  into  the  21st  century.”  ' 
campus  of  Southeastern  Semi-  Southern- Baptist  seminary,  high-  The  principles  declare: 

nary.  Wake  Forest,  N.C.  lighted  enthusiastic  student  reac-  “1.  Our  basic  commitment  is 

Foreign  Mission  Board  Presi-  tion  during  the  three-day  meet-  obedieniTe  to  the  lordship  of 
dent  Jerry  Rankin,  who  came  ing.  During  the  appointment  ser-  Jesus  Christ  and  God’s  infallible 
home  from  the  mission  field  in  vice  and  seminary  chapel  ser-  Word. 

June  1993  to  head  the  150-year-  vices  at  least  51  per^le  respond-  2.  Our  basic  belief  is  that 
old  missions  agency,  challenged  ed  to  invitations  to  commit  to  Jesus  Christ  is  God’s  only  provi- 
those  appointed  in  the  Valentine’s  missions.  sion  for  salvation  arxi  that  people 

Day  service  to  make  known  the  Meanwhile,  trustees  conducted  without  personal  faith  in  him  are 
“mystery”  of  Jesus  Christ  on  their  business,  including  unanimous  lost  and  will  spend  eternity  in 
far-flung  mission  fields.  adoption  of  the  seven  principles  bell. 

“When  we  lived  in  Thailand,  after  some  revision  from  the*  3.  Our  basic  means  of  under- 

we  would  often  observe  Buddhist  floor.  That  included  strengthening  standing  and  fulfilling  God’s 

funerals  in  our  own  community,”  th^ second  principle  to  emphasize  mission  is  prayer. 


Fred  Wolfe  (right),  chairman  of  the  Southern  baptist  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee,  answers  a  question  during  a  press  conference  Feb.  21  for  Ba^ist 
state  paper  editors  asiinembers  of  the  Program  and  Structure  Study  Com¬ 
mittee  look  on.  Wolfe  appointed  the  seven-member  committee  in  the  fall 
of  1993  in  response  to  a  motion  referred  from  the  SBC  annual  meeting. 
See  article,  page  3.  ((BP  photo  by  Jim  Veneman)  * 


Opponents  vow  fight 
over  treaty  signing 


Alabama  Baptists  host 
Foreign  Mission  Board 
appointment  service 


Alabama  Baptists  are  hoping  O’Brien,  director  of  the  Global 
for  a  capacity  congregation  of  Center  at  the  Beeson  School  of 
9,000  people  —  their  second.  Divinity  of  Samford  University, 
largest  gathering  ever  —  for  an  said  an  appointment  service  serves 
April  28  foreign  missionary  two  purposes, 
appointment  service  in  Huntsville.  “It  helps  personalize  iflusions. 
Publicized  as  “Countdown  and  it  symbolizes  the  larger 
Huntsville  ’95,”  the  service  will  be  covenant  body  supporting  those 
held  at  7  p.m.  in  Von  Braun  Civic  they  send  out,”  O’Brien  said.  - 
Center,  after  the  conclusion  of  a  Organizers  hopC  the  “peisonai- 
meeting.  of  the  Foreign  Mission  izing”  of  the  service  will  encour- 
Boatd.  U  '  age  young  people  in  particular  to 

Former  foreign  missionary  Bill  attend.  A  missions  youth  rally  has 
I  •  .  been  planned  following  the  ser- 

lio  SDOts  on  vice,  and  many  of  the  missionaries 

who  will  be  appointed  have  agreed 
to  be  there. 

The  largest  Baptist  group  ever 
assembled  in  Alabama  was  the 
13,400  people  who  attended  the 
state’s  last  Southern  Baptist  mis¬ 
sionary  appointment  service  April 
13, 1982,  in  Birmingham. 

For  the  33  missionaries  who 
were  appointed  then,  the  service 
brings  back  vivid  memories. 

“It  was  unbelievable  that  so 
many  Baptists  would  pull  together 
for  this  purpose,”  said  Mark  Rob¬ 
bins,  who  with  his  wife  Dianne 
was  appointed  in  1982  and  who 
now  has  -been  in  Ecuador  for  13 
years.  “Since  that  time,  we  have 
met  or  received  letters  from  people 
who  said.  ‘1  was  there  and  made  a 
covenant  to  pray  for  you.  and  1 
have  been  praying  all  this  time.’” 

Charles  T.  Carter,  attendance 
committee  chairman,  said,  “When 
I  was  on  the  Foreign  Mission 
Board  1  remember  going  with  the 
president  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  to  an  appointment  ser¬ 
vice.  He  told  me,  ‘You  know.  I’ve 
been  a  Southern  Baptist  all  my 
life,  but  1  never  fully  comprehend¬ 
ed  what  the  Foreign  Mission 
Board  is  all  about  until  I  came  to 
this  service.” 


Radio  Spot 

They  say  that  some  of  os  will  be  saipriaed  when  we  to  heaven 
to  aee  that  certain  others  will  be  ttreie.  And  we  might  ad^  that  some 
others  will  be  surprised  to  see  us  there.  Thank  God  none  of  the  others 
get  to  judge  os  on  whether  or  not  we  get  in. 

In  the  Bible  —  John  3:16  —  Jesw  says,  “For  God  so  loved  the 
world  dot  he  gi^  his  one  nd  only  Son,  that  whoever  believes  in 
him  riudl  not  perisb  but  have  eternal  Ulb.” 

That  person  is  Jesus.  Eternal  life  ii  dependent  on  belief  in  Jesus  as 
fee  Son  of  God  and  acceptance  of  hini  as  Lord  and  Savior.  That’s  it 
—  no  otto  reauheineots.  Not  even  your  past  behavior  affects  your 
destination.  A  feief  bring  hanged  on  a  cross  beside  Jesus  was  KCpttd 
into  God’s  kingdom. 

And  you  can  be  also.  Don’t  pot  it  off  In  feet,  you  can  pray  ri^ 
now  to  receive  Jesus  Cfarirt  into  your  heart  If  you  want  nelp  wife 
feis,  find  a  Christian  friend  or  a  minisier  to  walk  you  throng  it.  It 
win  change  you  fonver. 

Ptom  your  Bi^rtist  friends  in  Miarissippi.  Watch  for  a  “Here’s 
Hope.  Jem  Cases  for  You”  tevival  in  your  area. 


Gambling’s  costs  catastrophic,  economist  tells  Texas  body 

Al '^TIN,  Texas  (ABP)  —  The  $10  per  working  person  in  the  child  deaths  by  abuse,  and  deaths  every  dollar  raised,  Grinols  said.  Atlantic  City  draws  from  PhiladeU 

Nocui  tusts  of  gambling,  if  apphed  country  each  year,”  he  said.  per  vehicle  mile  driven.  Gambling  can  bring  economic  phia,  and  Tunica,  Miss.,  draws 

i’.r,,iighout  the  United  States,  States  considering  expanding  Most  casinos  are  taxed  at  only  development  only  through  the  ‘  from  Memphis. 

ul.l  equal  one  Hurricane  forms  of  legalized  gambling  can  the  20%  rate,  Grinols  said.  If  they  “beggar  thy  neighbor”  practice  of  Noting  the  presence  of  major 

• -..Iro  . V  every  year,  according  to  learn  from  those  states  where  were  fully  taxed  at  the  maximum  sucking  money  put  of  other  casinos  in  other  states,  he  said  it  is 

in  mist  Earl  Grinols.  gambling  has  been  prevalent  for  an  rate  of  40%  of  gross  revenues,  the  regioas  if  there  is  a  nearby  popula-  “virtually  certain”  that  legalization 

Gnnols,-who  served  as  research  extended  time,  Grinols  said.  For  social  costs  would  be  reduced,  but  tion  base  from  which  to  tfraw,  Gri-  of  casfnos  in  Texas  would  not 

- .  ^omist  for  the  Department  of  example, 'Nevada  has  the  nation’s  casino  gambling  still  would  cost  nols  said.  FSr  instance.  Las  Vegas  result  in  economic  expansion  or 

Treasury  and  senior  economist  highest  rate  of  suicides,  drop-outs,  $2.25  to  $4.75  in  social  costs  for  draws  from  Southern  California,  creation  of  jobs  for  the  state. 

r»>r  the  Council  of  Economic  Advi- 


wr;  in  the  Reagan  administration, 
was  featured  speaker  at  a  legisla- 
loc'constitiients  breakfast  held  dur¬ 
ing  the  annual  statewide  confer¬ 
ence  of  die  Texas  Btqitist  Christian 
Life  Commission. 

More  than  50  Texas  lawmakers 
attended  the  breakfast  at  First 
Church,  Austin. 

Gambling’s  social  costs  total  at 
lea.st  $100-to-$300  per  adult  each 
year  in  Myjtfea  where  gambling 
has  been  prevalent  for  thrw  to  five 
years,  said  Grinols,  professor  of 
economics.  University  of  Illinois  at 
Urbana-Cbampaign.  These  costs 
include  regulation,  lost  productivi- 
ry,  and  direct  crime  costs  such  as 
apprehending,  adjudicating,  and 
incarcerating  criminals. 

Citing  estimates  by  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Insurance  Institute,  Grinols 
said  40%  of  all  white  collar  crime 
has  its  roots  in  gambling,  and  $1.3 
billion  annually  in  insurance  firaud 
is  due  directly  to  gambling.  “That 
works  out  to  a  little  bit  mote  than 


The  impact  of  adding  Dr.  Harold  Bryson  to  the 
Mississippi  College  faculty  will  be  extremely  far  reaching. 
Students  will  have  access  to  one  of  Southern  Baptists’ 
premier  teachers  and  preaching  professors.  His  experi¬ 
ence  and  expertise  will  prove  benefiQ^  to  all  Mississippi 

Baphsts." 

Dr.  Jimmy  Porter,  Pastor 
HntCtiiiich.lllIcComb 
Member,  MC  Board  of  Trustees 

“Having  a  premier  Bible  teacher  and  preaching  professor 
of  the  c^ber  of  Dr.  Harold  Bryson  joining  the  faculty  at 
.  Mississippi  College  is  tnjiy  good  news  for  all  Mississippi 

Baptists.' 

Re«.  Barry  Corbel,  Pastor 
RntOwch,  Kosciusko 
Member,  MC  Board  of  Trustees 

1  consider  Harold  Bryson  to  be  one  of  the  leading  preachers 
among  Southern  Baptists,  and  the  premier  teacher  of 
preachers  in  our  denomination.' 

Dr.  Byron  Maloae,  Pastor 
Daniel  MemoM  Church,  Jackson 
Member,  MC  Board  of  Trustees 

“Having  Harold  Bryson  on  the  Christian  Studies  and 
Philosophy  faculty  at  Mississippi  College  is  a  cause  of  cel¬ 
ebration  for  every  one  of  us.  We  believe  the  addition  of  a 
preacher  and  teacher  with  Or.  Bryson’s  gifts  brightens  the 
future  for  the  students  at  MC  and  al  those  they  will  later 

serve.* 

Dr.  Loyd  Mon,  Chabman 
Department  of  Chtislian  Studies  and  Philosophy 
Mississippi  College 


“‘If  s  great  to  be  in  the  center  of  God's  wUI.' That's  what  my 
fri»)d.  Harold  Bryson,  said  about  his  move  to  Mississippi 
College.  I  am  so  excited  that  God  has  plarxd  him  in  the 
midst  (d  a  fine  faculty  in  the  Deparbnent  of  Christian  Studies 
and  Philosophy.  It  is  no  secret  how  much  he  loves  teaching 
in  the  classroom.  Our  students  will  be  blessed  by  the  life  of 
this  man  who  is  a  noted  author,  outstanding  preacher- 
teacher,  and  one  who  is  so  respected  by  Ns  peers' 

Dr.  Frank  Gorm,  Pastor 
First  Church,  Biloxi 
Member,  MC  Board  of  Truste« 


“Harold  Bryson  is  one  of  the  most  knowledgeable  profes¬ 
sors  of  preaching  in  the  United  States  today.  He  also  has 
an  exceptional  ability  of  communicating  what  he  knows  to 
his  students.  This  is  a  great  addition  to  the  faculty  at 
.  Mississippi  College.  It  shows  that  Or.  Todd  is  serious 
about  church-related  vocabonal  students.  The  entire 
Mississippi  Baptist  family  will  be  blessed  by  Or.  Bryson's 
coming  back  to  Ns  native  stafe  ‘ 

Or.  Rex  Yancay,  Pastor 
,  First  Church,  Pascagoula 

President,  Mississfppi  Baptist  ComuMion 

“Dr.  Bryson's  appointment  signals  a  major  emphasis  that 
Mississippi  College  is  ptecing  on  Christian  Studies.  I 
applaud  the  decision  to  seek  him,  and  I  am  pleased  that  he 
accepted  our  invitalion  to  join  the  faculty.* 

Harry  VichBiy,  Chairman 
wtiiisiippi  tonege  Hoaro  or  itusnes 


Tm  pleased  to  know  that  Dr.  Harold  Bryson  wi  be  joining  our 
MCFarnly.Hisconfiing,coupled«^analrBa^capablefac- 
uly  in  the  Oeparttnetd  of  Christian  Studies,  indicates  a  strong 
emphass  to  this  kxjndabonal  aspect  of  Mtestssippi  Colege.' 

Dr.  Gordon  H.  Sensing,  Pastor 
First  Church,  Victaburg 
Member,  MC  Board  of  Tnistoes 


SWBTS 

to,appeal 

probation 


FORT  WORTH  (BP)^  Soutb- 
westem  Seminary  will  appeal  the 
probation  ruling  issued  ea^r  this 
month  by  the  Association  of  Theo¬ 
logical  Schools,  according  to  the 
.seminary’s  president,  Ken  Hemp¬ 
hill. 

“It  is  in  the  best  interest  of 
Southwestern  to  participate  In  the 
appeals  process  to  present  our 
case.”  Hemphill  said  l4b.  14. 

The  Commission  on  Accrediting, 
an  arm  of  ATS,  has  placed  the  semi¬ 
nary  00  a, two-year  probation,  citing 
concerns  about  presidential  evalua¬ 
tion  and  trustee  accountability  to 
constituencies,  academic  freedom, 
aixl  faculty  tenure  and  promotion. 
Probabon  does  not  mean  a  loss  of 
accreditabon,  acoMding  to  Henqibill 
aixl  Daniel  O.  Aleshire,  associate 
director  of  the  commission. 

ATS  soon  will  be  informed  offi¬ 
cially  of  the  seminary’s  decision  to 
appeal,  Hemphill  said. 

Steps  in  the  appeals  process 
include  consultation  with  at  least 
three  representatives  of  the  com¬ 
mission.  followed  by  a  written 
notice  to  the  ATS  appeals  pwel. 
The  five-pierson  panel  is  composed 
of  former  members  of  the  commis¬ 
sion  or  the  agency’s  executive 
committee. 

Within  120  days  of  receiving 
written  notice,  the  panel  must 
arrange  for  a  hearing  on  the  com¬ 
mission’s  finding.  The  seminary 
and  the  commissioa  have  the  right 
to  representabon  in  person  before 
the  panel.  The  decision  of  the  panel 
is  final  and  binding. 
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Letters  to  the  editor 


Prayer  in  schools? 

Editor: 

I  first  learned  about  prayer  in 
Ecru,  Miss.,  the  site  of  a  current 
public  controversy  over  prayer 
which  has  become  national  in 
scope.  I  was  born  there,  into  a 
family  who  cherished  prayer  and 
was  deeply  devoted  to  the  Biq)tist 
church.  We  were  also  a  family 
who  valued  public  education. 

I  cannot  imagine  being  told  that 
1  couldn’t  pray  because  prayer  is 
not  just  a  moment  of  silence  for 
me;  it  has  become  part  of  who  I 
am.  Therefore,  I  sympathize  with 
all  of  you  who  feel  that  your  right 
to  prayer  is  in  jeopardy,  but  I  am" 
troubled  that  some  of  Aose  who 
are  learning  to  pray  where  I  first 
learned  believe  that  they  have  a 
constitutional  right  to  be  led  in 
prayer  and  Bible  study  by  govern¬ 
ment  workers  on  government  time 
to  the  exclusion  of  some  who  pray 
differently  than  they  do. 

I  would  think  that  Christians 
would  be  most  sensitive  to  the 
plight  of  those  who  feel  that  they 
are  being  told  how  and  when  to 
pray  by  any  government,  no  mat¬ 
ter  bow  benevolent  Perhaps  we 
simply  haven’t  told  the  story 
enough  of  our  predecessors  who 
for  thousands  of  years  have  faced 
public  exclusion,  ridicule,  and 
death  for  their  refesal  to  pray  as 


the  government  told  them  to. 

I  ap^ud  the  Herdahl  family 
for  kn^ing  the  difference 
between  a  watered-down  govern¬ 
ment-sponsored  prayer,  and  the 
life-changing  prayer  taught '  by 
their  church,  and  I  wish  that  we  all 
knew  our  own  traditions  so  weU. 

Indeed,  although  I  was  first 
taught  to  pray  by  one  who  super¬ 
vised  the  public  schools  there  in 
Ecru,.  I  don’t  think  the  public 
school  is  the  forum  where  true 
prayer  can  be  taught. 

I  sincerely  hope  that  no  one 
will  bear  me  saying  that  our  chil¬ 
dren  should  not  have  the  right  to- 
prayer.  Instead,  I  ask  that  we  con¬ 
sider  that  our  predecessors  died, 
not  in  seeking  ^  ri^t  to  pray  but 
out  of  what  they  believed  was  an 
obligation  to  pray  as  our  Lord 
taught  them. 

L.  Roland  Wilson 

Atlanta,  Ga. 


Preparing  churches 

Editm: 

The  letter  from  M.L.  Jones  in 
the  Feb.  lb  edition  of  The  Baptist 
Record  incites  a  vital  area  of  dis¬ 
cussion  every  duuch.  His  con¬ 
cern  ^as  how  our  cbaiches  look  m 
others  when  we  incorporate  the 
Staler  Bowl  into  Sunday  activities. 


This  subject  offers  an  excellent 
springboard  to  consijcler  a  broader 
issue. 

We  can  all  agree  that  one  of  tiie 
church’s  vital  missions  is  to  reach 
people  for  Christ,  as  well  as  that 
we  must  have  standards  of  con¬ 
duct  in  outreach.  At  tire  same  time. 
I’m  reminded  of  Paul’s  exhorta¬ 
tion:  “I  have  become  all  things  to 
all  men  that  I  might  by  all  possible 
means  save  some”  (1  Cor.  9:22b, 
MW).  Paul  had  leartied  —  as  we 
must  learn  —  the  secret  of  adapt¬ 
ing  to  changing  times,  cultures, 
and  circumstances.  The  reason 
that  this  is  necessary  is  found  in 
the  verse  that  follows  it  —  for  the 
sake  of  the  gospel. 

There’s  the  issue  —  how  will 
our  churches  adapt  for  the  sake  of 
the  gospel?  And  why  do  we  auto¬ 
matically  assume  that  if  a  church 
has  a  Super  Bowl  Sunday  activity 
that  they  are  guilty  of  compromis¬ 
ing,  secularizing,  or  rationalizing 
the  Sabbath?  Perhrps  they  have 
simply  followed  Paul’s  sound 
advice  or  listened  to  Jesus’  admo¬ 
nition  concerning  the  Sabbath 
found  in  Mark  2:27. 

Bottom  line  --  all  around  us 
there  are  churches  which  have 
plateaued  or  begun  to  dedine.  I 
wonder  bow  many  of  these  con¬ 
gregations  have  decided  that  irmo- 
vative  ideas  which  attract  petple, 
but  violate  our  comfort  zones. 


have  no  place  in  God’s  house?  Are 
we  so  determined  io  prevent  the 
church  from  being  “conformed” 
that  we  are  unable  to  recognize 
God’s  attempt  to  m^e  her  “trans¬ 
formed”?  What  are  the  churches 
of  today  prepared  to  do  for  the 
sake  of  the  gospel? 

Bob  Chichester 

Pascagoula 


Dismayed  by  coverage 

Editor: 

I  am  dismayed  at  your  continu¬ 
ing  lambasting  of  conservative 
leaders  while  passing  accolades  in 
behalf  of  Roy  Honeycutt,  former 
Southern  Seminary  president,  aiKl 
the  lamented  Molly  Marshall,  past 
associate  professor  of  the  same 
institution. 

I  had  the  opportunity  to  view 
the  two  during  panel  discussions 
of  our  Sunday  School  lessons  on 
the  ACTS  TV  network  several 
times  in  recent  years.  I  keep  think¬ 
ing  about  one  lesson  the  panel  dis¬ 
cussed  on  being  humUe.  E>r.  Hon¬ 
eycutt  stressed  in  opening  and 
closing  statemeitts  during  the  les¬ 
son  that  being  humble  was  not  a 
good  title  for  the  lesson  since 
%eing  lutmUe  is  usually  a  sign  of 
weaicKSS.”  I  wonder  wlut  bo^  be 


had  been  reading.  Surely  it  wasn’t 
the  Bible. 

In  the  discussions  of  other 
lessons  I  head  Molly  Marshall  call 
the  Bible  ridiculous  on  at  least  two 
occasions.  One  was  regarding 
David's  taking  of  Batheseba  in 
Nathan's  parable,  2  Samuel  12, 
about  the  rich  man  with  many 
flocks  and  the  poor  man  with 
nothing  but  one  ewe  lamb,  which 
was  slaughtered.  Molly  said. 
“That’s  ridiculous,  comparing  a 
.  woman  with  a  sheep.” 

She  used  the  same  term  in 
response  to  2  Thessalonians  .3:10 
where  Paul  said  in  effect  that  he 
who  will  not  work  let  him  also  not 
eat.  1  wa^glad  to  hear  one  member 
of  the  discussion  panel  take  issue 
with  her  on  that  one.  ^ 

If  the  above  are  indications  of 
the  two’s  beliefs,  is  it  any  wonder 
that  a  lot  of  us  Bible  believers 
weren’t  sorry  to  see  them  depart 
our  seminary? 

Paul  Warner 

Brandon 

Editor’s  note:  The  Baptist 
Record  seeks  to  report  the  news. 
not  lambast  -or  praise  anyone. 
When  there  is  a  blatant  political 
activity  we  also  seek  to  report 
that.  If  you  will  write  Honeycutt 
or  Marshall,  I’m  sure  they  will 
place  some  isolated  statement  in 
the  proper  context. 


CBF  council  sets  $10  million  budget,  new  mission  statement 


WESTLAKE,  Texas  (BP)  — 
The  coordinating  council  of  the 
Cooperative  Baptist  Fellowship 
approved  a  $10  million  budget  for 
fiscal  1995-96  and  the  group’s 
first  comprehensive  mission  state¬ 
ment. 

Those  and  other  actions  were 
taken  at  the  council’s  regular 
meeting,  Feb.  15-18,  at  the  Mar¬ 
riott  Solana  Hotel  in  Westlake,  a 
Fort  Worth  suburb.  The  CBF  is  an 
organization  of  moderate  Baptists, 
formed  in  1991,  in  protest  of  the 
leadership  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention. 

OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 

A  prlc*.  binding  and  style  to  meet  avsry 
need.  Quality  workmanship  guarantaad. 
Writs  lor  illustratad  pries  loldar. 

''tnterneVonally  known  apocialists" 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDINQ  CO. 

Saf.C  —  OrstSasoS.  Ulas.  SSSSO 


The  budget  and  mission  state¬ 
ment  will  be  presented  to  the 
fledgling  denomination’s  annual 
meeting  in  FotI  Worth,  July  20-22. 

After  three  years  of  rapid  finan¬ 
cial  increase,  the  new  budget 
reflects  an  tq^arent  stabilizing  of 
the'GBF’s  growth.  The  recom¬ 
mended  $10,062,252  budget 
apfriies  to  a  new  fiscal  year  adopt¬ 
ed  by  the  CBF,  July  1  to  June  30. 
Prim'  years  had  bera  the  calendar 
year.  The  CBF’s  transitional  six- 
month  budget,  JatL  1  to  June  30, 
1995  is  $5.6  million. 

The  budget  compares  to  the 
groim’s  $10,^5,212  in  contributions 
received  fi^  1337  churches  and 
individuals  in  1994.  The  CBF 
received  $10,944,328  from  1,210 
churches  and  individuals  in  1993. 
The  stight  increase  of  $10,884,  or 
.1%,  is  a  sharp  reduction  from  the  50 
and  60%  increases  in  ’93  and  ’92. 


AFFORDABLE 

□  Medicare  Supplement  Coverage 

(No  waiting  periods  —  ages  64  1  /2  and  over) 

★  Pays  100%  Part  A  ($716.00)  Hospital  EJeductible 

★  Pays  100%  Part  B  ($100.00)  Doctors  Deductible 

★  Pays  ALL  Hospital  and  Doctors  Co-paymenta. 
approved  by  Medicare 

□  Major  Hospital  Plan  with  coverage  available  for  rrtost 

Pre-Existing  Health  Conditions 

□  Medicare  Disability  Plan  available  for  under  age  65 

For  fast,  courteous  service,  contact: 

E.F.  Hutton  Insurance,  1-800-880-2305 

P.O.  Box  26,  Clinton,  MS  39060 
Not  cortrtected  with  any  government  agency 
“Serving  Mississippi  over  30  years'’ 


Also,  comparing  all  dollars 
received  by  the  CBF  in  1994  — 
$11,164,848  —  there  was  an  actu¬ 
al  decrease  from  1993  —  $11,- 
214,961  — of  $50,1 13. 

In  his  report  to  the  council, 
CBF  coordinator  Cecil  E.  Sher¬ 
man  called  the  1994  small  total 
increase  “deceiving,”  because  the 
CBF  part  of  the  budget  gained 
“19.72%  over  last  year  (1993).” 
The  CBF  benefited  by  the  SBC 
mid- 1994  decision  not  to  accept 
funds  dianneled  through  the  CBF 
causing  a  larger  part  of  the 
receipts  to  be  used  in  the  CBF 
budget. 

The  new  budget  presupposes 
approval  in  July  of  a  new  four 
division  structure  of  the  CBF: 
(1)  global  missions,  (2)  Baptist 
principles  (theological  educa¬ 
tion,  Associated  Baptist  Press, 
Baptists  Today  and  Baptist  Joint 
Committee  on  Public  Affairs), 
(3)  church  resources  (ministry  to 
ministers,  Christian  education, 
ethics  and  public  policy,  and 
laity),  (4)  and  admimstrative. 

'The  approval  of  a  “mission 
statement”  for  the  CBF  indicated 


(  Aisloni  ( .iiiirt  li 
Inte  riors,  hit. 


the  group’s  latest  attempt  to  define 
itself  in  a  comprehensive  state¬ 
ment. 

The  “statement”  begins  with  a 
paragraph  called  “Our  Mission” 
which  says:  “We  are  a  fellowship 
of  Biq>^  (Thristians  and  churches 
who  share  a  passion  for  the  Great 
Commission  of  Jesus  Christ  and  a 
commitment  to  Baptist  principles 
of  fidth  and  practice.  Our  mission 
is  to  network,  empower  and  mobi¬ 
lize  Baptist  Christians  and  church¬ 


es  for  effective  missions  and  min¬ 
istry  in  the  name  of  Christ.” 

Listed  in  the  four-page  docu¬ 
ment  as  statements  of  commit¬ 
ments  the  group  shares  are:  soul 
freedom,  Bible  freedom,  church 
freedom,  and  religious  freedom. 

However,  the  needed  changes 
in  the  CBF’s  constitution  and 
bylaws  for  the  transition  drew 
intent  debate  and  the  recommen¬ 
dations  were  finally  tabled  until 
the  meeting  in  July  1995. 


Sherman  says  CBF  is  no 
denomination  or  protest 


Pew  Refinishing  &  Reuphoistering 
Stain  Glass  •  Carpet  •  Lights 
Painting  •  Baptistries  •  Steeples 
Complete  Renovations 


1  -800  65-4  1  29^ 
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WESTLAKE,  Texas  (BP)— 
’We  are  not  a  denomination.  We 
are  not  a  protest  movement, 
either.  We  are  something  differ¬ 
ent,  other.” 

Cecil  Sherman,  coordinator  of 
the  Cooperative  Baptist  Fellow¬ 
ship  (CBF),  gave  that  assessment 
of  the  four-year-old  organization 
at  its  coordinating  council  Feb. 
15-18  meeting  in  Westlake, 
Texas,  a  suburb  of  Fort  Worth. 

Sherman  also  gave  a  report  on 
church  participation  in  CBF  from 
each  state. 

“We  lost  ground  in  eight  states, 
did  not  change  in  13  states,  and 
gained  in  16  states.  I  believe  CBF 
can  and  should  gain  in  church  par- 

f  EGOHunr  A 

I  PLASTIC  EGOS  ] 

I  multi-colored  with  toy  I 
I  $100  for  1,(X)0  eggs  delivered  I 

V  l-800-^7-3509  J 


ticipation  for  another  five  years.  If 
we  plan  and  work  to  grow,  we 
will  grow,"  Sherman  said. 

He  cited  the  gains,  primarily 
from  North  Carolina.  Texas,  and 
Virginia. 

“In  these  .states  we  have  a 
favorable  state  convention.”  Sher¬ 
man  jointed  out. 

“Gains  in  Florida.  Georgia. 
Alabama,  Mississippi,  and  Okla¬ 
homa  are  significant.  The  cUmate 
is  harsh;  our  people  did  good 
work,”  Sherman  said.  He  cited 
Missouri,  Kentucky,  Tennessee, 
and  South  Carolina  “in  need  of 
special  care/work.” 

Of  the  totals,  287  cburchc.s  in 
North  Carolina  contributed,  243 
in  Virginia,  194  in  Texas,  and  124 
in  Georgia.  Those  with  more  than 
20  churches:  Kentucky  had  87, 
South  C^aredina  had  81,  Tennessee 
had  62,  Missouri  had  49,  Alabama 
had  38,  Mississippi  had  25.  and 
Arkansas  had  20. 


Just  for  the  Record 


Mashulaialle,  Macon:  March  music:  Jimmy  Breland,  paMoi. 

5-8;  Sunday,  6  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7 

p.m.;  Andre  Dobson,  Douisville,  New  Hope,  Starkville:  March 
evangelist;  Charles  (Chuck)  Cot-  5-10; -Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  6  p.m.; 
ton,  Macott,  music;  Olyn  F.  Mon.-Fri.,  7  p.m.;  Dan  Robertson. 
Roberts,  pastV?  Pontotoc,  preaching;  Archie 

.  Chesser,  Starkville.  music;  Bob 
Harmony,  Crystal  Springs:  Brandon,  pastor. 

March  5-8;  services,  Sunday,  8:30 

a.m.,  11  a.m.,  and  7  p.m.  nightly;  Chester  Church,  Ackerman: 
Gary  Bowlin,  Brandon,  evangelist;  March  5-8;  Monday- Wednesday, 
Jim  Lott,  Pearl,  music;  Clark  10:30  a.m.  and  7  p.m.  Charles 
Stewart,  pastor.  Hampton,  pastor.  First  Church, 

Florence,  preaching;  Shane  Price, 
Pace  (Bolivar):  March  12-15;  pastor,  Crestwood  Church, 
Bill  Hurt,  Canton,  evangelist;  Booneville,  music;  David  Gris- 
Dwayne  &  Brenda  Sims,  Jackson,  ham,  pa.stor. 

Henry  seeks  nominations 
for  SBC  committee  posts 

ORLANDO,  Fla.  (BP)  —  process  and  they  can  be  secured 
Southern  Bsmtist  Convention  Pres-  by  writing: 
ident  Jim  Henry  has  set  a  mid- 
March  deadline  for  accepting  rec-  Jim  Henry 

(Mnmendatioas  for  nominatioiis  to  SBC  President 

SBC  committees  on  resolutions.  First  Baptist  Church 

tellers,  committees,  and  creden-  3701  L.B.  McLeod  Road, 
tials.  Orlando,  Florida  32805 

Henry  has  encouraged  italivid- 

uals  in  Southern  Baptist  churches  'When  requesting  the  forms, 
to  send  turn  recommendatitxis  and  write  “form”  on  the  envelope  to 
“be  a  part  of  this  q^portunity  for  facilitate  handling,  Wayne  John- 
direct  input  in  the  appointive  son,  assistant  pastorAnedia,  said, 
process.”  He  will  appoint  mem-  Forms  must  be  totally  complei- 
bers  to  the  SBC  committee  on  ed  for  consideration,  Johnson  said, 
committees,  committee  on  restdu- 
tions,  tellers  committee,  and  the 
credentials  committee. 

Henry  had  itKlicated  he  is  seek¬ 
ing  qualified  individuals  from 
across  the  SBC  for  consideradoo. 

Henry  said  there  are  special 
forms  for  the  recommendation 


The  Miss  Mississippi  College 
Pageant,  a  preliminary  to  the 
Miss  Mississippi  Scholarship 
Pageant,  will  be  held  March  4  at  7 
p.m.  in  Swot  Auditorium  on  the 
campus  of  Mississippi  College. 
For  more  information,  call  (601) 
925-3190.  - 


Clarke  College  classes  of 
1959,  1960,  and  1961  are  plan¬ 
ning  a  reunion  on  July  21.-  For 
more  information,  contaa  JoeAnn 
Fleming  at  3087  Millsaps  Road, 
Crystal  Springs,  MS  39059.  Tele¬ 
phone:  (601)  892-3824. 


Happy  Birthday 


Monticello  Church  (Law¬ 
rence):  April  30;  Sunday  School, 
9:45  a.m.;  worship  service,  11 
The  Children's  department  of  Belden  Church,  Lee  Association,  cele-  a.m.;  Tim  Rayburn,  former  pastor, 
brated  Christmas  1994  with  a  birthday  party  for  Jesus  at  a  local  skating  will  bring  the  morning  message; 
rink  —  the  first  time  the  skating  rink  ever  had  a  party  in  honor  of  Jesus,  lunch  win  be  served  fdlowing  die 
Don  Baggett  is  pastor.  worship  service. 

New-look  SBC  statistics  make  debut  - 
in  first  Annual  Church  Profile  listing 

“We  have  comjdetely  re-engi- 
neered  the  process,”  Tharp  said. 

For  1994,  the  SBC  statistics 
include  only  totals  for  the  year. 

TaUying  increases  or  decreases 
from  1993  figures  would  be  mis¬ 
leading,  be  emphasized 

Church  totals  for  1994  include: 

—  churches:  39,910. 

—  baptisms;  37^463. 

—  total  church  membership; 
15,619,912. 

—  ongoing  Sunday  school 
enrollment:  8,263,558. 

—  discipleshp  training  enioU- 
mentApardapation:  2,223,955. 

—  ongoing  music  ministry 
enrollment/participation: 
1,841,583. 

—  ongoing  Woman’s  Mission¬ 
ary  Union  enrollment/participa- 
don;  1,104,706. 

—  Brodierhood  enrollmentA>ar- 
ddpadon:  646,028. 

—  total  dthes,  offerings,  and 
qiecial  gifts:  $5,572,451,828. 

—  total  mission  expeixlitares: 
$815,640,533. 


ReynomJ^ 


'  r^i  nf  Funeral  HomeT 

j  i  ij^^uKial  Pre-Arrai^emendi 
j  iii  Simile,  Safe.  Seem/  : 

,  .lINatchez,  MS  442-7726 


Former  Wm.  Carey,  Clarke 
staffer  to  head  Mo.  college 


HANNIBAL,  Mo.  (BP)  —  Bust  bolds  a; doctor  of  pfailoso- 
Woodrow  Burt  was  named  the  pby  degree  in  higher  and  adult 
16th  president  of  Hannibal-  educadon  from  the  University  of 
LaGrange  College  Feb.  9  during  a  Missouri  in  Columbia  where  be 
new.s  conference  on  the  school’s  also  received  an  educational  spe- 
Hannibal,  Mo.,  campus.  ^  cialist  degree. 

Burt,  48,  was  intehm  president  He  received  a  master  of  educa- 
of  HLG  following  the  retirement  don  degree  and  a  bachelor  (tf  arts 
of  Paul  Brown  last  June  30.  He  degree  from  Mississippi  College 
has  served  Han-  ^  Clhaton. 

nibal-LaGrange  In  addition  to  community 

in  various  efforts,  Burt  serves  on  the  Mis- 

capacities  dur-  souri  State  Governor’s  Advisory 

ing  two  differ-  Council  and  is  a  trustee  of  the 

ent  periods,  Education  Commission  of  the 

most  recently  as  Southern  Baptist  Coovendoa 

executive  vice  Commenting  on  his  selection 

president/chief  by  the  HLG  trustee  board,  Burt 

development  M  said,  “I  appreciate  the  confidence 

officer  since  "  they  have  placed  in  me  to  lead  this 

July  1991  and  Burt  fine  institution.”  He  said  the 

executive  vice  emphasis  during  his  tenure  at  HLG 

president/academic  dean,  1987-91.  would  be  on  achieving  excellence 
From  1976-84  he  held  positions  of  and  building  a  reputation  for  HLG 
dean  of  student  affairs,  associate  in  both  the  region  and  beyond, 
academic  dean,  registrar,  director  “Having  served  23  years  in  higher 
of  admissioiK  and  speech  commu-  education  on  four  different  college 
nications  teacher.  campuses  and  in  a  variety  of 

Previous  college  positions  held  responsibilities,  I  believe  I  am 
by  Burt  include  assistant  director  equipped  for  the  challenges 
of  development  at  Southeast  Mis-  ahead,*’  he  said, 
souri  Sute  Uiuversity;  vice  presi-  Hatmibal-LaGrange  is  a  four- 
dent  for  student  development  at  year  liberal  arts  college  affiliated 
William  Carey  College  in  Hat-  with  the  Missouri  Bjmtist  Conven- 
tiesburg;  and  director  of  admis-  tion.  Established  in  1858,  it  has  an 
sions  aixl  dean  of  men  at  the  for-  enrollment  of  approximately  950 
mer  Clarke  College  in  Newton.  students. 


BAPnSTHY/BATHTUB  RB>AVL  (ParchmentI)  Send  S.A.S.E..  or 
Porcelain  or  fiberglass.  No  job  too  'Musical  Healing  Prayers  Cas- 
large  or  small.  Statewide  service,  sette*  $5:  BC,  Box  5&4-D,  Fort 
No  mileage  charge.  K&K  Bathtub  Jortes,  CA  06032. 

Repair,  118  S.  McCrary  Rd., 

Columbus.  MS  39702;  1-800-  NEEDED:  PRESCHOOL  worker 
340-2882.  to  care  for  chiidren  Sunday  nights 

and  Wednesday  nights  and  for 
CHOIR  ROBES  &  accessories,  special  events.  Salary  is  based 
pulpit/judicial  robes,  paraments.  on  experience.  Please  call  Hill- 
MURPHY  ROBES/Mac’s  Robes,  crest  Baptist  Church,  (601)  372- 
Charles  McGlocklin,  Authorized  0132  if  interested. 

Dealer.  Jackson  area  (601)  825- 

1317,  statewide  1 -800-896-MACS.  NEED  A  FUNDRAISER?  We 

offer  Buy-One,  Get-One  coupon 
CHURCH  SECRETARY,  4  Days  books,  M&M  products,  and  wrap- 
a  Week,  Word  Perfect  required,  ping  paper.  Call  Furtd  Raisers  of 
send  resume  to:  DMBC,  3784  Mississippi.  (601)  386-8748. 

Terry  RockI,  Jackson,  MS  30212. 

CHURCH  PEW  CUSHIONS: 
SEEKING  AN  ASSOCIATE  Paa-  Manufactured  in  our  plant.  For 
tor/Minister  of  Youth  and  Stu-  free  estimate  contact  —  Emmorte 
dents.  Must  be  seminary  gradu-  Brothers.  P.O.  Box  186,  Meridian, 
ate  with  experience  as  a  youth  Miss.  30301.  Shoe  1800.  Phone 
minister.  Saix)  current  or  updated  (601 )  693-4451 . 
resume  to  Personnel  Committee. 

Anastasia  Baptist  Church,  1650  HEDELBERQ  STAMED  GLASS, 
A1A  South.  St.  Augustine,  FL  Meridian.  Design,  Fabrication, 
32084.  Repair.  MURPHY  ROBE  SALES. 

Call  (601)  483-3171  or  1-800- 

“FREE”  HEALING  PRAYER  368-2705. 


SOUND  SYSTOIS  BY 

MASTER  SOUND,  INC. 
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Roa  WnniMirer,  Bd.D. 

Wlnfater  of  Couo3eUag 
I'bat  Cburcb,  Jmckmoa 

My  anger  knows  no  limits.  I  you  feel  coitifortable  in  sharing 
have  driven  away  family  and  your  hurts,  needs,  frustrations, 
friends  and  am  now  all  alone,  and  injustices.  These  are  all 
How  can  /  overcome  this  awful  things  that  anger. 
compulsion?  >- 

Are  couples  supposed  to 
Anger  is  like  a  warning  light  make  plans  an(l  set  goals  to 
on  the  dashboard  of  your  car.  make  their  love  and  marriages 
When  the  light  glows  —  when  last  forever? 
anger  rages  —  your  first  question 

should  be  “What  is  wrong?”  This  is  a  difficult  issue. 

Here  are  some  things  for  because  when  it  comes  to  rela- 
which  you  should  look;  tionships  we  assume  spontani- 

—  Physic^  difficulties.  When  ety  and  freshness  abound.  Mak- 
was  the  last  time  you  had  a  med-  ing  plans  seems  so  cold  and 
ical  physical?  rigid.  Yet  there  is  a  side  of  a 


EnterprisB  Church,  Enterprise,  held  a  reception  to 


rn,iuiOU,  IIUIII  lOll,  aio  Odldll  OrilKlI,  IWO  years  as  sec-  Ui««lMlnili  Pnllana  maHiamaHaa  aaalnr  Ctaalau 

pSildlfye^’afr^cortfS^  C.  McCaa.  (fe^t),  of  Lu®cedale.  anTBlffi  prott 

Sim  ’28  iKars  S  treaLrSf  The^church  oaJ^  special  recog- 

^e  women  engraved  silver  trays.  Also,  presently  serv-  JjJiJjJ  aXIal  H^EADWAE  progr^^ 

ing  as  church  secretaryAreasurer  is  Kathy  Anderson  MileiccSe 

tured).  Frank  R.  Trotter  is  pastor.  institutions,  to  be  honored.  The  observance,  known  as 

D»kin  Highcr  Educatioo  Appreciation  Day/Working  for  Acade- 

in  a  cuestSiS^wini’a^K^v  ? Excellence,  was  established  in  1988  to  honor  indi- 

achievement  and  the  overall  contrlbu- 

alao  raach  a  masterclass  m  i.Lch  ^<^1  sStaS  £01^1^01^1^  li -“imiun  hL  llT.  !?f  1  H°f"'  °' 
m  free  of  charge.  CaU  (601)  582-6175  for  more  a*l5c  |lJ?Ji«  faliomM*°*"  ^*^'**^'*^**  ^  °****° 

T  at  Mississippi  College  on  March  7  at  8: IS  p.m.  in 

OsB.  Robertson,  pastor  of  Military  Church,  Sum-  Aven  Auditorium  on  campus.  The  recital  is  free, 
rail,  will  be  honored  by  the  congregation  widi  revival  Riley  is  die  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.H.  Riley  of 
services  Feb.  26-March  1,  featuring  his  five  favorite  Oxford, 
sermons.  Robertson’s  son  Wayne  of  Thousand  Oaks, 

Calif.,  will  lead  the  music.  Robertson  will  retire  from 
the  pastorate  and  be  available  for  interims,  Bible 
studies,  and  revivals.  He  may  contacted  at  (601)  264- 
6623. 


Robert  B.  Sloan  has  been  named  president  of  Bay¬ 
lor  University  in  Waco,  Texas,  by  tl^  school's  boa^ 
of  regents.  Herbert  H.  Reynolds,  who  earlier 
announced  his  May  31  retirement,  wUl  become  Baylor 
Chancellor.  Sloan  is  currendy  dean  of  The  George  W. 
Denise  Riley,  vocal  performance  major  from  Trued  Theological  Seminary,  professor  of  religion. 
Rankin  County,  will  present  her  senior  voice  recital  and  The  George  W.  Trued  Professor  of  Evangelism. 


Widow’s  lawsuit  claims  Tunica  gambling  led  to  suicfde 


By  Brian  Smith 

the  dty  of  Collinsville,  111.  a  rocket  scientist”  Yb  see  that 

“Kate,”  a  ^year-old  mother  of  Splash  should  have  known  Kim- 
two,  shot  heraelf  in  the  head  after  brow  was  unable  to  control  his 
losing  her  fiunily’s  life  savings  on  gambling  habit, 
two  ^  Louis-area  riverboat  casinos.  “Being  overextended  on  your 
In  an  “Eye  on  America”  seg-  credit  limits  and  writing  bad 
ment  of  the  CBS  Everting  News  checks  and  not  being  able  to  get 
aired  Jan.  31,  Kimbrow’s  widow  any  mrae  money  fitxn  your  cr^t 
claimed  his  suicide  resulted  from  card  is  not  somedimg  you’d  luive 
despondency  over  his  gambling  to  be  a  psydiologist  to  figure  out,” 
problem,  which  included  losing  Brookman  said, 
the  cash  be  had  in  his  wallet  the  In  the  month  prior  to  ttis  death, 
day  he  died  Kimbrow  bounced  three  checks  to 

“When  he  lost  that  last  $40, 1  Splash,  one  of  nine  casinos  in  the 
think  he  went  home  and  killed  Ttirtica  area, 
himself  because  be  had  nothing  In  the  CBS  News  report,  Mrs. 
left,”  she  said.  Kimbrow  displayed  more  than 

Mrs.  Kimbrow,  a  member  of  $3,000  worth  of  checks  written  to 
Hickory  Ridge  Church,  Memphis,  Splash. 

said  sfaie  believes  the  casino  l^w  Records  show  Kimbrow  often 
her  husband  had  a  gambling  prob-  withdrew  $400  at  a  time  from  casi- 
lem  arxl  should  have  done  some-  no  ATM  machines,  received  bun- 
tlting  about  it.  dreds  of  dollars  in  advances  against 

Her  attorney,  James  Brookman  his  MasterCard  and  obtained  at 
of  Memphis,  said  “it  doesn’t  take  least  $10,000  in  personal  loans  in 


MEMPHIS,  Term.  (BP  ) —  Can  whose  addictions  they  feed? 
casinos  be  held  responsible  for  the  At  least  one  person  thinks  so, 
actions  of  compulsive  gamblers  and  she  has  filed  a  $S0  million 

lawsuit  against  the  Splash  casino 
of  Tunica. 

Debra  Kimbrow,  37,  filed  the 
suit  Dec.  8,  one  year  to  the  day 
after  her  husbarxl  Eric,  43,  com¬ 
mitted  suicide. 

He  bad  rung  iq>  del^  to  Splash 
totaling  mote  than  $lO0,OOO  over 
a  two-year  period. 

A  second  reported  gambling- 
related  suicide  occurred  Feb.  1  m 


Pews,  pulpits,  baptistries. 

Van  Winkle 

Church  folding  doors, 

_  ...  _  theater  seats. 

Furnishings  & 

Pew  Upholstery 

Box  501,  Fulton,  MS.  38843 
In  MS.  Toll  Free  1-800-624-9627 

Wm  rmodul  A  paint 


Funeral  costs  are  rising  —  Do  you  have  the  protection  your  family  needs? 

Chir  Plan  Offers; 

Up  to  $10,0(X)  of  immediate  whole  life  iirsumnce 
Protection  to  help  cover  your  final  expenses.  No  Medical 
Exanrs  requir^.  (Ages  0-85  trtay  apply) 

For  personal  service  and  f>eao»  of  mind,  call: 

E.F.  Hutton  Insurance^  1-800-880-2305 

P.O.  Box  26,  Clinton,  MS  39060  —  ‘Serving  Mississippi  over  30  years" 


ALL  NEW  CHAMPION  CRUSADER 

14  Passenger  Full  Size  Bus 
NO  CDL  REQUIRED 

Bus  Supply  Company 

Hwy.  98  East 

(601 )  684-2900  McComb,  MS  1  -800-748-8681 


Uniform  . 

Speaking  spiritxial  truth 


Bible  Book 

Promise  of  glorious  future 


By  Greg  Potts 
1  Corinthians  2 


Southern  Baptists  have  always  been  very  evangelistic. 
This  is  seen  in  the  emphasis  we  place  on  revival  meetings, 
missions.  Vacation  Bible  School,  and  other  evangelistic 
efforts.  Paul  provides  some  insight  on  evangelism  in  our 
text. 

If  there  was  ever  a  problem  church,  it  was  Corinth. 
Corinth  had  a  reputation  for  its  loose  morals  and  “anything 
goes”  mentality. 

Paul  confronted  these  attitudes  while  preaching  in 
Corinth.  Later,  he  learned  of  some  problems  in  the  church 
and  wrote  the  first  letter  to  the  CorintUans  to  address  them. 
One  problem  was  a  lack  of  unity.  Groups  supporting  differ¬ 
ent  former  pastors  had  divided  the  church. 

Paul  appealed  to  the  church  to  come  together  around  the 
cro.ss  of  Cfuist.  He  then  reminded  them  that  each  pastor  had 
preached  Jesus  and  that  no  one  should  worship  a  pastor. 
Paul  then  said  that  during  his  ministry,  “I  determined  to 
know  nothing  among  you  except  Jesus  Christ,  and  him  cru¬ 
cified”  (v.  2). 

In  the  ensuing  verses,  Paul  talked  about  his  preaching. 

He  provided  helpful  insight  into  evangelism. 

The  person  of  his  preaching  (vv.  1-2).  Paul  said  that  he 
focused  his  preaching  on  Jesus.  The  preaching  of  the  early 
Christians  consist^  of  the  death  of  Jesus,  the  resurrection 
of  Jesus,  and  the  return  of  Jesus.  Then,  an  appeal  was  made 
to  repent  and  believe  in  Jesus. 

Paul  repeated  this  order  later  in  1  Corinthians  15  when 
he^aid.  ‘‘I  make  known  to  you  the  gospel...  that  Christ  died 
for  our  sins...  that  he  was  buried...,  that  he  was  raised.”  That 
is  the  e.sscnce  of  the  go.spel. 

The  power  of  his  preaching  (w.  3-5).  Paul  remirxled 
the  Corinthians  that  when  he  was  preaching  in  Corinth,  he 
did  not  do  it  with  superior  eloquence  or  widi  superior  wis¬ 
dom  ,  but  that  he  relied  upon  the  power  of  the  Spirit.  This  is 
a  note  of  encouragement  for  anyone  who  has  wanted  to 
teich  Sunday  School  but  was  a^d  they  were  not  eloquent 
enough.  If  one  possesses  the  gift  of  teaching,  is  available 
arxl  ^ling  to  teach  if  called  upon,  and  devotes  time  to  spir¬ 
itual  arxl  exegetical  preparation,  God  can  use  him  or  her. 

Exegetical  preparation  is  very  important  in  preaching 
arxl  teaching.  However,  one  must  not  overlook  Jjie  impor¬ 
tance  of  spiritual  meparatioa  One  can  Thant  ftwta  ahmit  the 
gospel,  but  utxil  me  Spirit  convicts  of  sin,  no  one  is  con¬ 
verted.  Many  people  enjoy  studying  the  Bible.  Their  knowl¬ 
edge  of  the  Scripture  is  vast  Yet  although  they  are  knowl¬ 
edgeable  of  the  Scripture,  it  has  made  tK>  impact  on  their 
lives  becau.se  they  not  allow  the  Spirit  to  work  within 
them, 

The  purpose  of  his  preaching  (w.  9>12).  Paul 
explained  that  he  had  preached  tlw  gospel  sO  that  the 
Coriiuhiaivi  might  urxlerstand  the  things  of  the  Spirit  of 
God.  Paul  stiid  those  who  are,not  Christians  cannot  under- 
.staiKl  spiritual  things.  Those  kx  for  God’s  people  to  under- 
starxi. 

Jesus  often  referred  to  this  fact  after  telling  a  parable. 

His  disciples  would  ask  for  an  interpretation  arxl  Jesus 
would  explain  that  they  were  the  only  ones  who  could 
urxlerstarid  the  deeper  meaning  of  his  teaching.  Others 
could  not. 

I  am  sure  there  have  been  occasions  when  you  have 
attended  to  describe  something  of  a  spiiihial  nature  to  a 
non-Christian  arxl  have  feh  fruttrated  at  his  lack  of  under¬ 
standing.  This  is  because  the  Spirit  is  not  within  them  to 
iOumine  their  mirxls  for  uixletstatxling. 

Thus,  Paul  preached  to  assist  the  Corirkhians  in  utxler- 
starxhng  the  things  df  God.  That  is  the  ultimate  goal  of  all 
preaching  arxl  leaching  —  to  help  us  urxlerstand  what  God 
has  to  say  to  us  today. 

March  5-12  is  the  Week  of  Prayer  for  Home  Missions 
arxl  is  the  time  in  which  Southern  Baptists  are  encouraged 
to  receive  the  Annie  Armstrong  Easter  Offering  for  Home 
Mis.sions.  Through  gifts  to  this  offering,  missionaries  are 
able  to  proclaim  the  gospel  throughout  the  United  States 
arxl  its  territories. 

Would  you  do  your  part  to  make  it  possible  for  those 
who  have  never  heard  of  Jesus  to  bear  the  gospel  and  trust 
him  as  Savior? 

Potts  is  pastor,  First  Charch,  Vanckavc. 


Life  and  Work 

Worship,  not  ritual 


By  Sylvia  Fleming 
Jeremiah  30-33 


By  Michael  Johnson 
Mark  11 


If  one  were  to  read  Jeremiah  30  and  31  in  connection 
with  the  books  of  Daniel  and  the  Revelation,  he  would 
have  a  clear  view  of  Israel’s  having  been  temporarily 
set  aside,  with  a  look  to  her  future  restoration  after  the 
return  of  Jesus  Christ  to  the  earth. 

Even  though  both  Israel  and  Judah  were  taken  cap¬ 
tives  and  Judah  was  returned  after  70  years  from  Baby¬ 
lon  along  with  a  few  of  Israel,  that  70-year  return  did 
not  fulfiU  the  prophecy  of  restoration. 


God  shall  one  day  gather  them  from  every  people,  coun¬ 
try,  and  ethnicity.  The  final  blessing  of  Israel  and  Judah 
is  not  dependent  upon  the  love  they  have  for  God,  but 
upon  his  great,  mighty  love  for  them.  One  day  they  shall 
reco^ize  Jesus  Christ  as  their  Messiah.  Through  the 
wooing  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  his  loving  mercy,  and  kind¬ 
ness,  they  shall  come  to  know  him. 

According  to  Daniel  9:24,  there  are  six  events  to  take 
place  before  their  final  restoration:  1)  “...  to  finish 
transgressions,”  their  rebelliousness  against  God;  2)  “to 
make  an  end_pf  their  sins,”  their  habitually  sinful  life; 

3)  “to  make  reconciliation  for  iniquity,”  their  recogni¬ 
tion  of  Jesus  as  Messiah;  4)  “to  bring  in  everlasting 
righteousness,”  to  remove  their  desire  to  ever  again 
rebel  against  God;  5)  “to  seal  up  the  vision  and  prophe¬ 
cy,”  never  having  to  search  for  fulfillment  of  words 
From  prophets  of  old  because  the  Jews  can  now  commu¬ 
nicate  with  God  for  themselves;  6)  “to  anoint  the  most 
holy,”  to  ready  for  the  rebuilding  of  the  millennial  tem¬ 
ple.  When  elements  of  this  verse  shall  come  to  pass, 
they  sl^  be  gathered,  nevermore  to  be  scattered.*gam.  • 
God  wjll  surely  turn  tteir  suffering  into  joy. 

In  Verses  15-17,  the  tribulation  was  referred  to  as 
Rachel’s  weeping  over  the  suffering  of  her  children,  but 
then  the  Lord  with  his  love,  tenderness,  and  compas¬ 
sionate  mercy  offered  consolation.  He  gave  her  hope 
with  the  momise  of  the  future  blessing  that  would  come 
to  pass.  They  truly  will  be  restored  as  the  tribes  come  to 
a  state  of  recognition  of  and  repentance  to  God. 

In  verse  22,  Israel  was  referred  to  as  a  backsliding 
daughter  in  the  powerful  hands  of  the  Gentiles.  When 
they-  are  restored  to  their  own  land,  God  will  make  a 
new  covenant  based  wholly  upon  grace.  They  will  be 
the  recipients  of  grace,  while  God  is  the  Bestower. 

“If’  had  been  the  key  to  the  old  covenant  of  works.  If 
they  did  one  thing,  then  God  would  do  another.  No  way 
could  they  ever  live  up  to  the  legalities.  Because  of 
human  weaknesses  G^  would  forgive  their  sins  and 
never  remember  their  sins  again  (31:33-34). 

According  to  Isaiah  66:8,  Israel  shall  be  saved  in  a 
day  because  in  Zechariah  13:1,  national  forgiveness  and 
cleansing  from  sin  will  be  given  to  the  house  of  David. 

There  has  never  been  a  time  in  history  that  one  could 
name  when  all  the  prophecies  of  Chapters  3 1  and  32 
have  been  fulfilled;  thus,  one  can  still  look  to  the  future 
and  know  that  God’s  dealing  with  the  Jewish  tribes  will 
be  restored  as  they  are  reinstated  into  their  promised 
land  flowing  with  milk  and  honey  and  more  abundant 
blessings  than  can  ever  be  named. 

Isaitfo  65:23-24  capsulizes  those  blessings:  “They 
shall  not  labor  in  vain...  for  they  are  the  seed  of  the 
blessed  of  the  Lord,  and  their  offspring  with  them.  And 
it  shall  come  to  pass  that,  before  tMy  call,  I  will 
answer;  and  while  they  are  yet  speal^g,  I  will  hear.” 

Fleming  is  an  English  teacher  and  member  of 
Harmony  Church,  Louisville. 


In  this  lesson,  we  turn  to  wOTship.  NormaUy  we  think  of 
worship  as  something  done  in  a  specific  place  (the  church) 
at  a  specific  time  (Suixlay).  Our  study  to^y  challenges  this 
mind^t  and  will  encourage  us  to  ejqjress  genuine  worship 
in  our  daily  lives. 

The  1 1th  ch^ter  of  Mark  details  what  we  have  come  to 
know  as  the  Pahn  Sunday  event.  The  week  before  he  is  cra- 
cified  Jesus  enters  Jerusalem  on  a  donkey  receiving  the 
praises  of  the  people.  The  next  day  Jesus  returns  to  Jerusa¬ 
lem  (having  .spent  the  night  in  Bethany)  and  curses  tlic  fig 
tree,  then  drives  the  money  changers  out  of  the  temple  area. 
These  three  events  give  us  some  insights  into  the  meaning 
of  genuine  worship. 

Praise  Many  have  often  pondered  how  those  who  had  so 
wonderfully  welcomed  Jesus  into  the  city  one  day,  turned 
against  hiip  clamoring  for  his  crucifixion  just  a  few  days 
later.  The  answer  is  fouixl  in  the  same  situation  where  the 
church  goer  worships  on  Sunday  and  then  lives  a  life  that 
does  not  reflect  that  worship  throughout  the  week.  Many 
times  what  we  praise  with  our  lips  has  been  rejected  by  our 
hearts. 

Jesus  ccxnes  into  Jerusalem  in  a  very  humble  way. 

Roman  tradition  dictated  that  a  conquering  king  would  enter 
a  city  in  one  of  two  ways  which  would  announce  the  terms 
of  the  occupation.  If  tlx:  king  rode  in  on  a  horse,  a  symbol  of 

war,  then  the  ensuing  occupation  would  he  harsh.  On  tlx' 
other  hand  if  a  donkey  was  used,  a  symbol  of  peace,  then  a 

^  more  peaceful  co-existence  Could  be  expected.  One  last  lime 
<Jesus  appeals  to  the  peq>le  on  the  basis  of  his  love,  humili¬ 
ty,  and  desire  to  make  people  whole.  Jesus  is  worthy  of  our 
praise. 

Reverence.  The  temple  site  was  believed  to  contain  tlie 
very  presence  of  God.  Consequently  there  were  very  strict 
rules  regarding  admittance  and  procedures  as  they  related  to 
worship.  Depending  on  who  you  were  dtptated  how  far  into 
the  temple’s  inner  sanctums  you  would  be  allowed  to  travel. 
The  general  progres.sion  was  as  follows  (beginning  with  the 
outside):  Gentiles,  women,  Israelites,  {Hiests,  high  priest. 

The  event  we  are  studying  today  lakes  place  in  the  Court  of 
the  Gentiles.  In  this  wide  outer  space  anyone  might  come.  It 

was,  however,  the  only  place  thiit  Gentiles  were  allowed  to 
worship. 

Temple  authorities,  however,  declared  that  they  had  to 
sanction  all  offerings  (animal  arxl  monetary).  Only  tempfe 
money,  for  example,  could  be  used  arxl  the  exchange  rate 
was  quite  high.  Animals  iHought  in  for  sacrifice  had  to  be 
inspected  arid  often  they  were  fourxl  unworthy.  Pilgrims 
were  forced  to  buy  the  ‘approved’  temple  offerings  at  a 
higher  price.  AH  of  this  activity  took  place  in  the  space  pro¬ 
vided  for  the  Court  of  the  Gentiles.  No  wonder  Jesus  was  so 
outraged! 

Faith.  The  scene  shifts  as  Jesus  is  leaving  Bethany  on  the 
way  to  Jerusalem.  Hungry,  Jesus  heads  toward  a  fig  tree 
which  has  leafed,  iixlieating  that  it  is  fiuit  bearing.  Upon 
arrival,  however,  Jesus  discovers  that  the  tree  is  bare  arxl 
curses  it  The  tree  can  be  seen  as  refuesenting  the  religious 
leadership  of  the  day.  The  temple  authorities  claimed  to  be 
keepers  of  the  faith  yet  they  failed  to  bear  fiuit.  Tnie  faith, 
Jesus  countered,  was  to  hold  onto  the  expectation  that  God 
will  act  arxl  to  live  one’s  life  accemling  to  that  expectation. 

Prayer.  Prayer  is  one  of  the  real  disc^tx:s  of  true  wor¬ 
ship.  We  are  ttdd  throug^t  the  gospels  that  Jesus  regularly 
got  up  early  in  the  mornings  so  he  might  be  able  to  spend 
time  in  prayer.  Prayer  inv^ves  two  basic  dimensions.  First, 
we  must  be  willing  to  take  our  coiKxms  to  God,  and  sccorxl, 
we  must  be  willing  to  accept  whatever  guidance  he  gives  to 
us.  Often  we  are  willins  to  do  the  first,  but  not  the  second. 
True  worship  involves  both. 

Forgiveness.  Verse  25  again  reminds  us  of  the  twofidd 
relationship  that  we  hdd  in  life  and  in  worship.  We  have 
been  created  to  have  fellowship  with  God  arxl  others. 

Should  the  relationshq)  be  broken  in  oik  direction,  ifwn  the 
other  direction  will  suffer  as  well.  W^  do  we  forgive  oth¬ 
ers?  Because  God  has  forgiven  us.  Drdy  when  we  live 
accordingly  will  God  accept  our  worsl^. 

Johnson  is  associate  professor  ofCluistian  education 
at  Mississippi  College,  Clinton. 
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Mr.  Thnmar  J.  Taylor 
'  Valk>  PaA  Ba^if  (%urcli 
Mn  Lucilk  Botfae 
HnendahipSS,  Valky-ParV  B(* 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Oordrr'i  l|olkn|ra'> 

Alma  Thomas 
Pulka  TarniU 
Van  Wmkk  Family 
Qiarla  Munn 
Mr.  Glenn  Thomas 
Mrs.  Bachel  C.  Biowmng 
Kelaaj  Thomas 
Pulkn  Family 
Van  Winkle  FvmJy 
Charia  Munn 

Mr.  Robcrl  W.  Thompaon 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Richaid  Fain 
Mn.  Evalyn  TKradi 
Joy  $S,  FBC,  HaRiestaurg 
Mrs.  WttUa  l>avU  Thraadflll 
Mn.  Thomas  L.  Wiley 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Roy  fithendge 
Mr.  T.  C.  Thr«w«r 
nniathea  SS.  fVC,  ColumkKo 
Mr.  WaMar  Ray  Iltl 
ChaHia  Rjsnaay  Pamaiy 
Tha  Bobby  Jamas  Family 
Mary  Noll  James 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  T.  Soon  McCay 
Aime,  Hanry.  Eric  A  Stueat  Tnoy 
Mr.  CImkA  TrayaJ 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Orm  D.  Jones  ^ 

Mrs.  WlWe  Glena  TnadfUl  ^ 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Janas  E  Mco»  ^ 
Ina  Ruth  Tdbwllnl 
Iha  Dodd  Cmi  Famly 
Mrs.  Alma  VaU 
Mr.  A  Mn.  C.  D.  PoUm 


Mr.  A  Mra.  J.  P.  Raiy  *** 
Mn.  Valam  Ehlen 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Andreev  J.  QiuiciiasU 
Mr.SMby  Elkin 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ibemas  W.  Dawson 
Mn.  Audrey  Balk  EUaey 
Mrs.  Hugh  Middleion 
Mrs.  Geerge  L.  (Carolyn)  Enna 
Mrs.  Edwin  B.  Caepenier 
Aduk  Ladies  SS  II.  Onist  BC. 
Greenwood 

Mr.  ATdrs.  David  F.  BjAet 
Mrs.  Gladys  Frederick 
Mrs.  Masdu  Rutledge 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Leroy  IhomM 
Mrs.  Eugenia  A.  Eskridge 
Mr.  A  Mrr  David  M.  Perms 
Mr  A  Mn  Paul  B.  Alford  III 
Lottie  H.  Fairchild 
Mr^  Roy  Famhild 
Ntr.  (ieorye  FHackerty 
Mr  A  Mrs  Michael  D.  Allen 
Koy  Pbackeriy 
*lr  A  Mr*  Floyd  F.Cloil 
'larnld  Flanagan 
Mrs  Richard  Fam 
Mr  A  Mis  'Ihcwnai  W'aid 
■■■■•.  Lo^  -  Flciiing 
Mr  A  Mrs  James  D  Wij^aon 
LiU  J.  Mora 

•>'  A  Ml*  John  I,  Duy.m 
-tcher  Hr  .Sr  • 

M'  A  Mrs  Jack  Harper 
i  '  j^hartes  M.  Foelrr 
Lucy  KtiYily  Arsienon 
^frs.  Inei  Magee  Fowter 
•Ir  A  .Mrs  J.  L  Hcndni 
V'-ctor  Fulton 
Mr  Bob  Allman 
VtiUk  Mae  Furr 
Mr.  A  Mrt.  Cullco  Smith 
Nfr.  Douglas  GambHI 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Owen  D.  Josies 
Jamm  Gandy 
Mn.  Kathleen  M.  Eri^son 
Larry  Garser 

T.EL  Claes,  SpsiogTicId,  Morton 
Mrs.  Hilda  Gatm 
Dr.  A  Mn.  John  L  Dun 
Cmria  WDawby  Gaylenn 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  J.  E  Snowden 
liCra.  Agnaa  Geedla 
Mr.  A  Mrt.  Walter  B.  Mooee 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  John  O.  H«dy 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  Adhtey  Lae  Boeeie 
Dak  Hutto 

Mr.  A  Mre.  Omvaeae  Dillon 
AUenHyde 
Ms.  Pg^ncia  Waliaon 
Mrs.  Minnie  lagrem 
Shady  Giotrc  BC,  Magee 
Gladys  jaefcaon 
The  James  GiUis  pKoily 
Ms.  ElilKe  McOilly 
Rev.  A  Mn.  Wtftiuin  Manhews 
Mr.  Lamar  Jackaon 
Mrs.  Joyce  C.  Ayeock 
Mra.  William  Jaduon 
Mr.  Billy  Thorp  ^ 

Jcaae  James  _ 

Gulfport  H^hd  Bipnu  Church 
Phclcna  Johns 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Ron  Willen 
Mr.  J.  B.  Johnson 
The  Chfion  Porter  Fsrmly 
The  Jerry  Grahsm  Fmialy 
The  Sanford^HoHiday  Family 
Ms.  Grace  Porter 
Mr.  K.  C,  Johnson 
Mr*.  R.  C-  Johnson 
Mr.  Fred  Johnston 
Mrs  Creraldme  P  Bader 
Jackk  Jones 
Mr*  Jackson  P.  Caihour 
Mrs.  I.llllan  Jones 
Mrs.  Maidia  B.  Nation 
Mrs.  Ruby  Mae  Jordan 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  A.  W  Lang  Ji* 
James  KcHh 

Mr.  A  Mn.  T.  Rpscoe  Hearon  ir. 
Ibomaa  Kdth 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Ernest  C  Foeter 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Howard  B.  Grubbs 
Ira  Kerin 
Mrs.  RB  Liok 
Mr.  Robert  King 
Mrs.  Mary  Womack 
Mkbad  KMght 
Mr.  Bob  Allman 
Mr.  Oareie  I  agrani 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Wayna  Q.  Novels 


Mn.  Bonnie  Cokman 
Mra.  Vlrlglua  OaAky 
Ted  A  Micliael  Rwbenstein 
Dr.  Jerry  OdM 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Ardair  Royals 
Mr.  A  kbi.  Ronald  Setdec 
Mr.  Mace  Tbmer 
Alma  Urman 

Mr.  A  Mn-  Bobby  1..  Horton 
Archk  **BtUk^  Oms 
Mr.  Gordie  Whktmgion 
Mrs.  iCharka)  Lloda  Lejeune 
Owens 

Pete,  Peggy.  Amy  A  PatrKk  O’Shei 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Ed  E  Smab 
Mr  A  Mn.  C.  C.  Knight 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Stephen  J.  Smith 
Heuck's  Retreat  Bspnst  Chuic 
Mr.  Jimmy  Moore 
Mrs.  Deist  Pace 
Mr.  A  Mn  Eugene  Culpepper 
Mrs.  \’err*on  Pace 
Forest  Baptnr  Ch-j-  .h 
Ntei  e  Parker 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Steve  Duen 
Joyce  Lynn  Hambrick  Patleraun 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Stephen  Jenrin^^v 
Mrs.  Alma  Patt«nor> 

Mr  A  Mrt  Jam«*  F  Ker-*-- 
Lena  Pea»-ce 

Bemany  SS.  FBC.  Greenwood 
Mr.  tJaorgi  C.  Perry  Jr 
Mr  A  Mrt^Jie<’tge<'  Perrv 
Wenddi  U. Perry 
Mr.  WendeU  Webb 
-  Mr  A  Mn.  Everett  Cole  ir 
Mrs.  Ary  C.  (Bcas)  Phllllpn 
PCI  General  OfRcc  Employee* 

Mn.  Vifpoia  W.  Rcstrr 
Ms.  Alice  S.  Phillip* 

Mr.  George  Pittman 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Sammy  D.  Myert 
R.  D.  (Bob)  PHtsuan 
Mr  A  Mn.  Billy  Owen 
Joyce  Weelhenby  Polk 
Mr.  A  Mn.  P«  H.  Shiven 
Kanaeth  Polk 
Mr.  Mike  Davis 
Mr.  Normaa  (Pete)  PoUard 
Mr.  A  Mra.  Gerald  Puigbesn 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Bobby  Gmn 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Leeo  McWtiltwiw 
Jamm  E  **BMtor”  Pedc 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Frank  Crosthwart  Jr. 
Mr.  I.RPottor 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Wade  H.  Roberu 
TTmama  Edward  PbwdI 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ray  Olmger 
Mrs.  Cynthia  MeCaa  Praall 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Teddy  L.  Cismains 
Mr.Pmcy  Rdnay 
Mn.  Frances  Ttoney 
Mr.JeA  Rmidelgb 
Dr.  A  Mn.  Rey  W.  Danghdrill 
Judy  Reed 
Mn.  Doeotfiy  Pee 
Mr.  Riefcy  Pw 


Ronny  E.  Robinson.  Executive  Director 
P.O.  Box  27, 

Clinton.  MS  39060-0027 
(601)922-2242 


Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 


A  portion  of  The  Villaj>e  View  1;  allocated  each  month  to  a  list  of  Gifts 
of  Honor  and  Memory.  Many  groups  and  individuals  to  pay  tribute  to 
others  through  thi.s  .setisllive,  meaningful  and  helpful  nuAlium.  This  fcaimc 
IS  IuukTuIIJ'  desiitned  to  further  ht..  vith  taste  ami  s  !  those  ■.!'.  > 
■o  ;  .iiui  have  been  sj-  'o;  ;Js. 


i-  Dnhhr^ 


MEMORIALS 


Obcrschmidt 


MEMORIALS 


TV  V^  W-A'e  Fanily 
Ch‘r*i  ''fiaiti 

Mildred  Brown 

Fnendshtp  Class,  North  Giecnwood 
Berry  Bruce 
.Mn.  Sniiwy  B.  Thocnion 
Raymond  JerreB  Bryant  Jr 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Gkn  King 


Cei.rr  Waliruus 
Mrs'.  Berry  M  Edwank 
Kugme  barren 

Mt  A  Mn.  Albert  F.  Dribheo 
James  .Monroe  Warreo 
Rev  A  Mrs.  Bobby  W«nm 
MVs.  Jandk  Worron 
TEL  SS,  Forest  Baptist  Church 
Forest  Baptist  Qiufch 
Mr.  Cahill  Watts 
Mn.  Adslasde  R.  Powvll 
Mrs.  Oto  Wabb 

Young  Married  Cbupks  SS,  Midway, 
Meridian 


Ilmtberdn'Lew  of  Joaa  Btsrchflcld 
Mn.  Gladys  Friwknck 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  A.  M.  Acy 
Mr.  A  Mn.  James  Cowasd 
Mr.  Wade  Adaana 
Mn.  P.  M.  Kenbtou^ 

Al  AOrltien 


Mn.  Guask  Coker 
Ray  D.  Byars  Jr 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Norris  Waller 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  Terry  tTuawpien 
A  Wend) 

Mra.  Leltk  G.  WhMttogton 
The  D.  A.  Anders  Family 
Mis.  Mastke  Travis 
Mr&  I  me  gene  Wl^gtoa 
Twaley  Baplkl  Chutch 
Mr.L.B.  WWmm 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  Oeoiga  A.  Milam 


Mr.  A  Mn.  Ralph  Wayne  Herbert 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Thomaa  R.  Lashe 


CeryVanMil 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Jerry  Foswr 
ArtoikVais^ 

Mr  A  Mrs.  B.  B.  Herry  Jr 
Jamm  Rabart  "Buddy**  Vaugho 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  Wilkam  B  Thompeon 
J.  W.  Walker 
Mr.  A  Mn  Omveesr  Dillon 


Mr.  A  Mn.  Bill  Wlken 
B«  Waltoce- — 

Mr.  A  LMn  BUly  Wmsen 
IMLmWaBay 
Mn.  CadieriM  S.  Hillman 


A  Wer^ 

Oaear  Woodrow  RuAtof 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Fkyd  E.  Coil 
Ids.  Amy  C.  Be  sad 


Mr.  A  Mn  Ren  K  niilHp* 
Mn.  LHy  WlUlam 
Mn.  Mavis  Ntchol* 

Mrs.  Lola  Wllllasm 
Mr  A  Mrs  George  Beam 
JM*  WlllOTI(M>t  '* 

Mr.  OtadyL.  Vmce 
Mra.  Roth  WHaasi 
Mn  Geraldme  P  Beder 
Mr.  Bm  Windham 
Thwteanth  Avenue  niarmacy.  1. 
Mrs.  I.ura  Bell  Wo«de 
Mr  A  Mn  Clovis  Hsstkn  Jr 
Mt  A  Mrs.  Dewey  Sanford 
Mr  A  Mn.  E  L  Sessums 
Mn.  Ruth  C.  SwmdnII 
Mr.  A  Mn  Arliss  Swindon 
Marton  Wray 
Simky  A  Oksn  Cobb 
Dicky.  Nina  A  Metnne  Ta>K'i 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  Mkhail  a  Alkn 
Caortney  Borrelt 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Rabasta  Ihyks 
Mr.  day  BottJaerin 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Rodaay  Bovill 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Bob  htoCoid 
Mr.  Hanry  Bonjamln 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Thomas  W.  Dawsoo 
Mr&  J.  D.  BonneM 
Mn.  Mwy  P.  (mt  * 

EdBcrry 

Raedy  Ae»e*  “^lalTof  The  BCV 
OuaBwTThll*  L'V’’ 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Cv*o)l  Brursiar  h. 
kka.  Jae  Black 
Mr.  A  Mn  O’wi  King 
M.  H.  BladtweM 
TiiAii  Ridge  SS  Ossa. 

FBC  MeComb 
Hannah  EllaabHh  Bkytock 
Mr.  A  Mn.  TVfwnea  Bhykck 
Maydee  Baleware 
•  The3(toaub 
Stock  Bradtord 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Harry  Link 
Mr.  A.  L.  BrasHky 
Mr.  A  Mn.  J.  W.  Yoimi  h. 


Mr.  A  Mn  Larry  Bensor 
Mr  A  Mn.  Gordon  HoOow^ 
Mr.  A  Mn.  David  Lae  Kmg 
Mra.  Percy  (Hsian)  Sanderr 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Harman  W  Smdrr* 
Mra.  Baade  Sepptagtan 
Ms.  A  Mrt.  Duane  TWker 
Mr  AMn  EdwndG.Cekin 
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Mn.  MtokMcBay 


Mn.  Kjchiyn  Rodgen 
Dm  Daeto 

Mn.  Pnnek  D.  Wrigkt  A  Tylm 

Jaaaa  Darla 

Mr  A  Mrs  Milbm  Starnes 
UU  Darts 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Roteey  Bevill  ^ 
Mrs.  Urtuk  Kale  Davla 
M-  Sc*'Tcso  Weadiersby  Jr. 
Mr.Cf  >ay 

Mr  A  M-«  Nonnaa  Feuecaa^ 
Marvin  Deftnla 
Fnend  -hip  Oass.  North 
r—  BC 
Mrs.  FrarKoe  Dkkoraan 
Mn  Ri:di  N  Gwe 
Mrs.  LaU  DtHiaraan 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Bil  Davis 
Jahrmk  DUkn 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Gaevease  DUkn 
Mra.  Gardy  Ru^mb 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Jsmas  O.  DiAas 


Mr.  Iwnes  N.  Oadfwy 
BabbyJaeHalssray 

Mrs.Bd  Mobky 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Qiarks  Speed 
Ladks  0  SS,  Oak  Grove,  Premisi 
Mr.  A  Mra.  Tyrka  Heed 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Leroy  lhamas 


HONORS 


Graeber  Brothan  Inc 
Mra.  VniMiSaiaMm 
Dr  A  Mn  Roy  W  DaughdnII 
Mr.  Harke  ShafVrr 
Mr  A  Mn  BiU  Wilson 
Erk  Shaw  ear 

Mr  A  Mn  Eirgenr  CUlpappci 
Mra.  Delay  Silk 
Mr  A  Mn.  Richard  Joiner 
DanaSlmpaan 
Ml  A  Mn  BlUy  W  mien 
Dadd  L.  SndUi 
Mr  A  Mn.  Perry  Spraherry 
Mn.  Alma  Swdlh 
Ruth  SS,  FBC  T\ipele 
Mra.  Baank  Bedtii 


C»>t1dren  af  The  Baptld  ChlNPen*s 
Milage 

Mrs  Mmbs  Stenni*  Paden  * 

Mi'S.  EarUne  Bldr 
Inc  .Mc.NjsrSS  Class,  FBC  Magee 

Kiuk  (  ••.A 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Janes  S.  Ptignm 
I>r.  David  Maody 
Fanily  of  Strm  S.  Rogers^  ^ 
WiUtem  Myrlck 
M«  Pauls  t.ewis 
Mr^  GtodyaPaarcM 
Mr.  A  Mrt.  Ray  OHnger 
Rev.  TBlmadga  Raybam 


Ml.  Dolly  Hooper 
Ms.  Bilhe  Huaebinsen 

Ms.  Mary  Roaa  Jamangs 
.Mra.  Fkyd  liawmd 
.Ms.  Noctnal  Clowtr 
Ms.  Khatyn Srnitfi 
Mrt.  Aan  C.  Ttlimm 
Mr*.  Melba  C.  Howard 
Mn.  Oktma  Wdkifw 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Makobn  B.  Curran 


Mr.  A  Mn.  John  Larry  Taykr 
Mr.T.  J.MarM 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Desvey  SmfonJ 


Mr  A  Mn  Carveese  Dillon 
Jahe  W.iBIRylYauag 
Mn  Billy  ((Tallte  B  I  Young 
Mr.  D.  W.  Ynwoge 
Mr  A  Mn  Rtehard  Pain 

(to  be  continued) 


Don’t  abandon  Somalia 
Baptist  worker  urges 


13TH  ANNUAL  BREAKFAST  PRAYS  FOR  PEACE  OF  JERU¬ 
SALEM:  NASHVILLE  (ABP)  —  Honoring  Holocaust  survivors  was 
the  theme  of  the  13th  annual  '‘International  Christian  Prayer  Breakfast  to 
Pray  for  the  Peace  ^of  Jerusalem”  organized  by  Soudiem  Bqjtist  layman 
Ed  McAteer.  Several  thousand  people  paid  $2S  apiece  to  attend  the 
tluee-hour  event,  held  Feb.  13  at  Nashville’s  Opryland  Hotel  in  conjunc¬ 
tion  with  the  National  Religious  Broadcasters  convention.  McAteer, 
from  Memphis,  is  founder  of  the  Religious  Roundtable,  sponsor  of  the 
breakfast  Adrian  Rogers,  pastor  of  Bellevue  Church  in  Memphis,  deliv¬ 
ered  the  invocation.  Uchard  Land,  executive  director  of  the  ^C  Christ¬ 
ian  Life  Commission,  led  the  pledge  of  allegianoe  to  the  American  flag. 
Speakers  at  the  prayer  breakhist  included  Elwood  McQuaid,  president  of 
Friends  of  Israel;  Joe  Rogers,  former  U.S.  ambassador  to  naix:e;  Sam 


MOGADISHU,  Somalia  (BP) 

—  The  specter  of  civil  war  once 
again  looms  over  Somalia  as  inter¬ 
national  relief  agencies  and  Uniled 
Nations  troops  Sandra  their  two- 
year-<4d  eChm  to  restore  hope  to  a 
nation  desolated  by  famine  and 
dan  warfare. 

One  relief  worker  who  has 
helped  in  Somalia  for  several 
^ars  fears  the  last  state  of  Soma¬ 
lia  may  be  worse  than  the  first. 

But  he  h<^)es  relief  groups  will  be 
able  to  return  to  their  work  in  a 
couple  of  months. 

“The  world  has  made  up  its 
mind  that  Somalia  is  a  lost  cause,” 
said  the  worker,  who  is  a  Southern 
Baptist  but  ask^  not  to  be  identi- 
6ed  for  security  reasons. 

“They  see  CNN  reports  and 
conclude  the  situation  is  hopeless. 

But  the  world’s  agenda  is  not  the 

agenda  of  God’s  people.  We  are  been  averted  —  have  built  schools 
h^ing  to  be  back  in  the  country  and  provided  food  for  the  coun- 
by  April.  Now  is  the  time  to  ‘  ' 

reidonUe  our  efforts.” 

No  progress  has  been  made 
toward  a  pditical  solution  to  clan 
rivalries,  which  ate  expected  to 
erupt  once  auin  into  <^[>01  warfare 
when  a  U.S.-led  international 
force  completes  the  evacuation  of 
U.N.  troops  and  civilian  relief 
workers  by  the  end  of  February. 

RTVC  NAMES  DILLARD  AS  SENIOR  CONSULTANT:  FORT 
WORTH  (BP)  —  Doug  Dillard  has  been  named  a  senior  consultant  for 
the  Radio  and  Television  Commission.  Dillard  bad  since  1991  been  vice 
president  of  external  relations  for  the  RTVC.  “Thou^  Doug  could  have 
retired  this  year,”  said  Jack  Johnson,  president  of  the  RTVC,  “we’ve 
asked  him  to  stay  on  as  a  consultant  to  Mlp  us  in  the  area  of  denomina- 
tional  relations.  He  has  some  unique  abilities  and  is  well-known 
throughout  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention.”  Johnson  said  Dillard 
would  also  retain  his  responsibilities  as  executive  editor  of  BEAM 
International,  the  commission’s  quarterly  magazine.  A  graduate  of 
Baylor  University  in  Waco,  Texas,  and  Southwestern  Seminary,  Dillard 
began  his  minis^  in  a  tradibonal  way  as  a  country  pasttv,  yoi^  evan- 
geli.st,  and  religious  educator.  In  1965  be  pioneered  in  developing  the 
field  of  church  public  relations  by  establishing  his  own  company,  which 
was  called  Ministry  of  Ideas. 

TWO  PAKISTANI  CHRISTIANS  SENTENCED  TO  DEATH: 

LAHORE,  Pakistan  (BP)  —  Pakistani  Christians  Rehmat  Masih  and  his 
1 4 -year-old  nephew,  Salamat  Masih,  have  been  sentenced  to  death  by 
hanging  for  allegedly  blaspheming  Islam’s  Prophet  Muhammad.  The 
two  were  accused  of  writing  derogatory  statements  about  Muhammad  on 
in  Lahore  and  throwing  pieces  of  paper  with  insulting  wprds  writ- 
onjhem  intaa  Muslim  masquer  But  witnesses  against  them  reported- 
ly  have  contradicted  each  other  repeatedly.  Further,  Salamat  Masih, 
who  only  1 1  years  old  at  the  time  of  the  supposed  crime,  is  said  to 

illiterate  A  third  Christian  deferuiant  in  the  case,  Manzoor  Masih, 
was  murdered  by  Islamic  extremists  last  April  5  as  the  three  left  the 
■  Icih  Court  in  Lahore,  where  they  had  been  granted  bail.  One  of  the  two 
uspects  in  the  killing  is  the  same  Muslim  cleric  who  filed  the  original 
■hordes  the 


led  to  a  devastating  famine  in  leave  civilians  at  the  mercy  of  the 
1992  that  claimed  an  estimated  warlords,  said  the  relief  worker. 
300,000  lives.  Militant  Muslims  are  stej^ing  into 

Horrifying  images  of  starving  the  vacuum, 
duldsen  prompted  a  — ItibiHirin  Relief  agencies  thiU  have  aban- 

dollar  international  effort  to  doned  Mogadishu  for  now  are 
restore  mder  to  the  coontry.  But  working  with  ScMnali  refugees  in 
the  stubborn  refusal  of  Somali  three  neighboring  countries  and 
warlords  to  cooperate  with  the  that  ministry  will  continue,  the 
peace  process  has  exhausted  the  worker  said.  Refugee  numbers 
patience  of  world  leaders  and  die  may  increase  dramatically  in  the 
generosity  of  relief  donors.  next  few  weeks  if  fighting  forces 

Even  though  it  was  iikervention  more  civilians  to  flee  the  country, 
by  Western  countries,  considered  The  1992  civil  war  created 
“Christian”  by  Islam,  that  yanked  opportunities  for  residents  of  the 
Somalia  back  from  the  edge  of  overwhelmingly  Muslim  country 
self-destruction,  the  only  inroads  to  respond  to  t^  gospel.  At  least 
into  the  country’s  culture  during  two  Christian  relief  groups  had 
the  past  two  years  have  been  made  been  working  in  Somalia  more 
by  Islamic  militants.  >  than  30  years  {xior  to  the  collapse 

Massive  infusions  of  Arab  oil  of  the  nation.  But  at  the  height  of 
wealth  —  almost  all  of  which  the  crisis,  several  other  Llhristiao 
came  after  the  famine  crisis  had  groups  resptxided.  In  the  process 

of  feeding  and  providing  medical 
care  they  offered  an  incamational 
Christian  witness. 

Individual  Christians,  working 
with  secular  aid  organizations  and 
U.N.  military  forces,  also  made 
contact  with  average  Somalis  — 
of  Mogadishu  to  prop  op  his  many  of  whom  bad  never  met  a 
power  against  rival  warloids  who  (Kristian  face-to-face, 
have  paraded  their  Muslim  funda-  ^  Yet  the  nation  now  has  fewer 
mentidism.  Christians  than  before  the  war,  the 

The  evacuation  of  foreign  relief  worker  said.  As  donor  sup- 
troops  and  relief  workers  will  port  dried  up,  all  the  relief  groups 

■  had  to  withdraw,  often  breaking 

contact  between  Christian  workers 
and  Somali  converts.  Many  Soma¬ 
li  Christians  fled  tb&  turmoil, 
along  with  tens  of  thousands  of 
their  Muslim  countrymen. 

At  least  four  members  of  the 
small  ^oups  of  Somali  Christiaas 
were  l^ed  in  1994  —  apparently 


Friends  of  Israel;  Joe  Rogers,  former  U.S.  ambassador  to 
Moore,  chairman  of  Thomas  Nelson  Publishing  Co.;  Uzi  Baram,  Israeli 
tourism  minister;  Itamar  Rabinovich,  Israel’s  ambassador  to  the  U.S.; 
Yehuda  Levy,  publisher  of  the  Jerusalem  Post;  and  Kaare  Kristiansen, 
a  prominent  politician  in  Norway  who  resigned  from  the  Nobel  Peace 
Prize  Committee  in  protest  of  giving  the  award  to  Yassar  Arafat.  A  state- 
meiK  in-  the  printed  program  explained  that  those  in  attendance  agree  that 
a  strong  Israel  is  important  to  U.S.  strength.  “Bible-believing  Christiania 
consider  the  support  of  Israel  a  biblical  mandate,”  it  continued.  “We 
believe  one  of  the  reasons  America  has  been  blessed  over  the  years  is 
because  we  have  stood  with  Israel.” 


WIFE  OF  FORMER  RTVC  EXEC  DIES  AT.  AGE  80:  FORT 
WORTH  (BP)  —  Norma  Stevens,  wtfe  of  former  Baptist  Radio  and  Tele¬ 
vision  Commission  President  Paul  Stevens,  died  Feb.  15  after  an  illness 
of  several  months.  The  couple,  who  had  been  married  for  57  years,  have 
lived  in  Fort  Worth  since  1955.  Richard  T.  McCartney,  retired  executive 
vice  president  of  the  RTVC  who  is  now  executive  consultant  to  the  com¬ 
mission  and  a  longtime  friend  of  the  Stevens  family,  said,  “Norma 
Stevens  was  a  gracious  lady.  She  was  a  good  friend  to  the  staff  of  the 
Radio  and  Television  Commission  and  a  faithful  Christian  and  church 
member.  We  will  miss  her.  Few  people  will  ever  know  the  many  contri¬ 
butions  she  made  to  the  ministry  of  Southern  Baptists  through  the  Radio 
and  Television  Commission." 
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JT  UINXBVF  JT  WCIU  CIL  UBDL;  UT  WCIU  UBDL 
UT  UINXBVF:  ZIN  XDSYDLVIC  VX  IZ  LBT  QTUX. 

QIBC  ZIMN:  LUTCLJ-LUI. 

This  week's  clue:  U  Equals  W. 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and  exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A  King 
James  Version  Bible  verse  has  been  encoded  by  letter  substitution.  The  same 
letter  is  substituted  throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial  and  error.  Answer 
to  last  week's  puzzle:  John  Three:  Twelve. 
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OVERCOMING  TRAGEDY  —  The  luminous  smiles  of  Somali  refugee 
Bedria  and  her  daughter  Fatma  belie  the  tragedy  and  danger  they  have 
endured  —  the  deaths  of  two  other  children,  a  harrowing  journey  to 
Yemen,  and  near-death  at  the  end  of  the  journey.  Bedria,  who  helped 
other  refugees  at  the  camp  in  Yemen  where  she  lived  (at  the  time  this 
photo  was  taken  in  1992),  told  Southern  Baptists  there  sne  was  “blessed 
by  God”  to  have  any  children  left  alive.  She  told  of  one  man  who  lost 


by  God”  to  have  any  children  left  alive.  She  told 
seven  of  his  children.  (BP  photo  by  Rodney  Armstrong) 
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